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PREFACE 

Ifc has always been iny belief that loany 
of tlie acftoante of places and people as 
given in fche Epics and the PnrS^as are 
based upon facts, though they have been 
greatly mixed ap with fiction and noythcr 
logy. The story of Rasatala is one of 
those accounts, and the general agreement 
of all the ancient Hindu works in describing 
the region and its inhabitants with a 
certain amount of superstitions respect 
and fear has eon firmed me in ray opinpe 
that the original tradition concerning them 
is baaed upon reality. In the following'’ 
pj^ee I have placed iny views on the 
subject, and have tried to identify the 
countries and their inhabitants so fer as the 
present materials would allow. I desire to 
acknowledge my indebtedness to the very 
interestipg work entitled the JEarly History 
of the Mms by Dr. J. J. Modi of Bombay, 
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as It has proved very eugg&^fciva to me, and 
also to my nephew Dr. Narendra Nath 
La^7, a.4,, B.L,, P.R.S., PB.D., for the many 
useful suggestions and the help which I 
have received from Jiim daring the progress 
of this work. 

19, OopalBoae Lane, J 

Calcutta. I Nundolal Dey 
Xay, 12,1923. j 
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‘ At'i-'. . 

Call 

Easatala or the ^Jnd6^wcl^ld 


la lUs&tala a myth,—^ oraabion of tha 

poet*8 brain 1 Have the seven spheres of 

Kae&tala below the earth been invented as a 

oouDlerpart of the seven Zokai 

Rwitala IS. worlds^ above the earth 1 
not a rayth; 

it ts a for- The name of Kas&tala, or its 
gotten coun- gynonym Pfttala, oeours in a!- 
most all the anoieoi Hindu 
works of importance, professing or preten¬ 
ding to give an aeoount of hietorioal events 
of anoient times. If Rae&tala be an idle 
phantasm or a mere figment of the poet's 
imagination, the writers of different periods 
would not have tried to keep it alive. RasS- 
tala has been peopled with serpents, demons, 

! Padma PurlM, Sfifi-Khaoda, ch. 33 

ShuvarUkak M&har 

Janah, TopdK 8<itya9u» sapiaiu divaiakSh pra^ 
kirteitalt- 
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blrdsr and animala, invesbdd with the physi¬ 
cal and manta! qaalitias of a human baing. 

Sa|a NSga, the king of the aerpeote, is des¬ 
cribed^ as seated upon a throne with all the 
paraphernalia of royalty about him. His j 
head is bedecked with a crown, his ears have J 
pendantSi and his arins extend up to his 
knees. He is clothed in black, and has, on 
his two sides, attendants waging the fly- 
whUks. He is also surrounded by his 
ministers and oourtiers. He does not hiss, 
but talks like a human being, and talks 
wisdom like a veritable Veda-VySsa*. There 
were demons, though ferocious, they were 
brave and generous. . Bali, tor instance, 
was so generous that he gave away every 
thing he possessed to the poor and the f 
BrShmaa^as^. They lived in cities, which 
in beauty could vie with any “city of 
heaven* containing boases, gardens and 

1 ch. Sv. 

2 Padma Pit<la-kb., ch. i. 

3 ffantfontia, ch. 320 . 
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pRlaceB; and Hirapyapura, the capital of 
the Daityas, hee been , described as lookiog 
beantifal with reads and gateways specially 
prepared by BrahroS for the Danavas'. The 
demons did not wander in forests and Uto » 
oaves like the primiiive man, but they 
possessed variooe amenities of civilisation. 
The Suparna (or Garaja) birds were human 
beings to all intents and purposes, except 
for their beaks and wings*. The Snrabhis 
or the cow-tribe lived in RasStala, and they 
opuld speak like human beings and prophesy 
future events*. In spite of paucity d infor¬ 
mation we have enough evidence to conclude 
that KasStala is a reminiscence of a primeval 
age when the Indo-Aryans lived with the 
Iranians in their anment home in Central 
Asia called Ariana by Strabo, which is the 


X MMhhlfaioi Vans Parva, ch. i72' 

2 JfM, Udyoga, ch. ICO. 

3 Udyoga, ch. loi ; Mlrka'^a F., 

ch. 31. 
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Tbs« Air- 

^sca*T}j&,'whi^ mesUBthe **Aryan 
eridently Azerbaijan or Azerbijazt whtob 
^69 originailj a provinee of ancient Media 
or *Mad*, aeit was called, the XJttara {north) 
Madraoftbe PurSoae, and now a province 
of Persia. The riT» DSitya, which flowed 
through It, is the river Area which divided 
Media from Armenia. Some anthoritiee 
ooneider Media td be the original home of 
the-AryaDa^. Herodotus aUo eays, **Theae 
Modes ^re called anciently hy all people 
ArianS^.’’* Az^bujan and the oountries 
tO' the north were therefore koown as Arya 
of the Q/g-veda and Hara of the Bible. 

1 '^The first of the good lands and Countrie?^ 
which I, Ahura Mazda, created, was Airyana-Vadja 
by the good river Diiitya'', V 4 fuiiiiad,'Ch. i : sec 
Sacred B^hs vf ih$ Aar/, voL IV, 4) Max Mailer's 
SHmu 6 / Laniuagt (1873), vpl. 1 , 327. 

2 Dwight's Modern PhiloUgy, vol. I, p» 30, 

3 ^iiiory cf Herpd^fu^, translated by Rawlin- 
son, voj. U, p. 145 . 
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Id Uter times, tlxa bonadsTies of AriROft 
were dx^nded to the north of' tbe Tslleys ft 
the 0x06 sod the Jexartes, sod to the esst 
SB far sa the lodos^. hj conquest from thf 
So^thisos or Honnio tsibes who belonged, 
the Tarsoian race. There csa be no doablr 
that either diSereao 6 of opioioQ ahoot reli« 
^ottd ioati>ers» f erhs^ta f?heii the echUm re^ 
garding the supremacy of Varava in the 
hierarchy of tlkO gods originated, as iodicsted 
by the promiscaona application of the wordf 
Sux* and Asura to 7 anm^ in the earlier 
portions of the Ag'^eda^. or the freqnent: 
■nroads and depredations of the oeighbomiBg 
barbarous tribes^ or perhaps both impsUe^ 
the Indo'Aryans, the anoestora of 
Hindus and the PSreie. to morale, to 
Pqj^b m India. They bought, vnth 
the xodmory of these inpaaipot, .wars? 9 ^ 

. l. IjMjitoitP' W, of 

ilraia, toL IU, j>. {tj . -, ^ 

of 'ilf, SI*. ^ 
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oppr«Bdioua> to T^hlch they were freqaentiy 
objected by the barbarous tribes surrouDd- 
isg the plade where they lived with the 
Irsuiaus. Xbltyee, D&navaa, Asuras, aud* 
NBgas^ are mentioned in the works of the 
Vedic period and in subsequent worke down 
to the latest Purdjpa. Though the word 
^'BasStala” does not appear in the Vedaa» 
yet the word must have been handed down 
by ora! tradition, like the hytuna of the 
Tedas, as the abode of the people oalled 
“Demons’' and “Serpents’*. The word MasS 
appearr in the S^'Veda*, aud the word 
Sds&tala in the RSmftyaqA*. In the latter 
work, it is described as the abode of the 
Daityaa, DSnavas, Surabhi cows, and Ksgas 
(Serpents), situated below the earth. But 
though placed below the earth, RasStala' 
does not appear then td'have been ditided 

1 l^or Nigss, see 3 r 3 Ama^, If, 3 , 

;, 12 i A 99 aAtyMa'(ff^fd'StUta^ in, ' 

2 !/ U2j ia ; V, 9 ; X, VSi 6: 

3 tJtfkfa'.cha 24/25^ 
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into seven spheres, bat the RStd&^si^ des* 
cnbes it as a hat countr^^ cont^iuDg oitie^ 
pakeee, takes and moantaine. Id tbs Meb&p 
bbSrata^ and in sabaequent works, we see it 
divided into seven spheres. The story of 
RasStak has a substratum of truth under¬ 
lying it, around which hse grown up a 
body, of fiction in oouise of time. The 
real signification of the word has been lost, 
and the facts and concepts connected with 
the country and its people have been, 
forgotten. A whole country has been turned 
into a visionary land peopled with creatures of 
fantastb Shapee, and of uncouth descriptions. 

The lexicographical roeaniog of Basfttak 
is odAoh^ona, that is ‘‘below the world^.. 
The' place has evidently, been 
Meaning of divided into seven spheres iu; 
Rssitala. imitation of the seven spheres 
above the earth, peopled with beings of 

1 ^akMSrafa, Udy««a, ch. 10 x 
toMrri miwi stfpiam0rn, fr‘^ivMalarn, Yair&fU Sura- 
Hir mats gytvSMaturtasamMavS. 
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differeot shapes aiid figuresr iodicatmg that' 
they did not belong.to the Aryan raoe. 

But in order to ssoertain wbioh country 

waa meant by EasAtalai we moat examine the 

word ztaelf. Ba$9tala connate 

•^ecouHtry Tala. 

of RasataJa. 

in mentioned in the ES" 
Veda‘ aa the name of a river. It ie the aafne 
ae the RatgbS of the Ave$ia wbioh has 
been identified by Fro^. Elei^ and Mad< 
dosell mth the Jaxartee*. This identifioatioQ 
10 oorreot, as .S^a U endentiy a corrnptaon' 
6f AToxet, the claaraoal name oi the Jazar- 
tes. Its idenUficatOQ witls the Indoe byi 
WindiBohmaun does not appear to be correct, 
as the hver Indus* was too well'kaown at 
Mie time of ^g-veda^ ty the name 
Sindhu to be called by the name RaeS. The 

♦ . s 

1 igvedo, 1, IIS, 12 j V. 53 » 9 rx, ;5,6. 

2 I'cak Jn^ex, *701. 11, p. 20 $ j S. B.R, Vol 

IV, J f Vambery’s Hitpny ^f pi 5. j 

'^8 ' Bigvtia. J»'m. Jy. .5d> 6j w. 55* 5^« 

X, 64 , 9. a..'. 
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word Tala is the Sand^ntisdd form of Ttl^ 
^hioh is anotbor name for the Haas. E)r» 
J. J. Modi in hia Barly Si9tory ^ the Sua^ 
says, ‘‘the Hnna were called Te»le' or 
Tilde”The compound word iiosaia 2 <» 
therefore mesne the country on the banka 
of the Jssartea where the Hune reaidedr 
According to the Hindu workshas 
both a general and s epecifie algnidcation.’ 
In itB general sense it means the whole 
region called •‘RasStala" which ia below ^ 
euth, and in its specific aenae it means oq^ 
of she aeven spheres into which it is divided. 
As iSoed means the ioorld, RasStala in its 
general sense means the **world” or the 
country of the Huns, thab Tartary or 
Central Asia, inoluding Turkestan; and as 
0 $ name of a pasticukr *‘sphere” or prq* 
vlnee of that country* It is the valley of 


I VoL xxiv <1916-17),: p. 5$$. ins¬ 

tead of Til4a begtt^pv» has Tie^a in ^r Nis^ire 
du Huns, Tome ii, p. m- tM?eforefis a 

typograjdural ovetake for Tie-k. . ^ 
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J&Rdrtdg Inhere tho HuoB uM^d.' Ttm 
CftB bo fib doibt tbat XUsAtala oRglnalty 
xEeant'tho OoUDtrj of the Huqs. 

' Tbe ideotification of Ba^tala wit^ Cen* 
tral Aehi, inoluding Tartar^ and TurkeetaQ^ 
" is confirmed by the very works 

which place it below the earth, 
dence from The R&niSyai^a saye that 
RSvapa, after conquering the 
NSgae and DSnavas of RasS^ 
tala, emei^ed through the very hole through 
which be had entered it, and paaeed the 
night on the Sumem mountain^ ; in other 
words, RasStala was close to the Sumera 
Bioantain. * The hfabftbhfirata* and the 
MatsyaTur&i^* distinctly say that Mem 
</t Sumerti 'fountain is in ^kadvlpa.* 
It is also stated in ths MahSbb&rata* that 
Oarndaj who lived in Fstftlai having oaagbt 

I ' /UmiyiPnis; Uctara, chs, C4, 2$. 

■9 MM., eh; rr. 

3 "iit. . , V 

4 Jiflk., Adi, ch.'30 j Udyoga, ch. lOO. 
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an elephant and a tortK3isB with hia 
nails, wanted to eat them, and aowrd- 
mgly sat upon the btinch of a Vat® 
tree (Keua Indica). Tbe brenoh broke. 
Some KiUkhilyft (pigmy) TI'9 W«>-e perform¬ 
ing ssceticUm on thet' branoh, In order 
to save the lives of those r^iS, Garodft took 
ap the brenoh with hU beak and flew io 
the GandhamSdsna monntain where h» 
father KaSyapa was petforroing asoettuam 
to ask his advice regarding a suitable place 
where he could eat the elephant and the 
tortoise with coaveniecee. M the mter- 
oesaon of Kaiyapa the pigmy rsU 1^ the 
branch on the GandhamSdana mountam and 
went to perform aeoeticiem on the 
laya. Se,a, the king of tbe NSgas. also 
started on a pilgrimage from GaudhamS- 
dana. and then visited BadarikSdrama m the 
Himalaya*. The HarivainSa also pla(« 
fias&tala near the GandhamSdana and the 
Mand»a mountwna*., The western .portion 

• i‘'jWW.,Xdi, ch. 36 
2 chs. ?iS, aip* 



13 RASIT4XA OK Tlit 

of tlid HimSlaTs from Garwa) was called bj 
the name ofGaDdharoftdana; hence Gandiu^ 
Bfidene and the Him&laya were eituated 
to the east of Sumeru Parvata, and tbera 
CiVQ be DO doubt that GandhamSdana vaa 
oonnected with Uie Sumeru mouQtaiQ, ^bioh, 
as stated before, ts in Sftkadvlpa or Soythia 
as one of its seven principal joountains. The 
Mat$ya ParftQa^ aUo says that Sumeru- 
Patvata was bounded on the west by Ketu* 
m^'Ver^, and according to the 
deya PurSnsy the fiakas or the Sc^thiaaa 
resided inKetumSla^varea^, Sumeru there¬ 
fore is the Hindu Koah monntaio, the Mount, 
Meros of Arrian^ Mtuated near Monnt- 
Nysa or Ni^ada Parvata of the Pur&^aa 
and Pacopanisoa lof Ptolemyfias^tala 

i Marsya P.^ cb. U3, vs, 4«, 43. 

3 P-, chr J9- 

3 McCrindle's Anciintlndfa as'dessHbsS'^ 
M'^astitns'eand x^9, iSo' ' ' 

4 ' liasscifs' ilHtofy iraetd'fr^ tits'Pactiiik 
and Inda^Scythian Csins in /. A. 8. B. 1843, p» 
469 note. 


ap ' 
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must have baen eitoated oq 
the fiorth acd west of the Hiodo Kush moao* 
taiDi that IS, it comprised the valleys of 
of the Oxtis aad the Jaiartea. 

The seven spheres into whiohRasSiala 
is divided are : Atala, BitalAi Nitels, Tali* 
' - tala, hfahStala, Soiala, and 


Sapta PStSla KasStala. RasAtala being the 
OTMven country of the Huns, it is 

spheres of 

RasiuU. natural that its seven 'spheres 
or provinces should be named 
after the names of the Huns or rather of 


the tribes which dwelt in them. ( 1 ) JAola 
derived its name from the A-UU or A-teHtes 


where the Asura named Bala (Belas of 
Babylon) resided* ; ( 2 ) Bi-tala from the Ah- 
tele or Ahi-lele or Abi-telites, the word Ah 
being a eorruption or abbreviation of Ah^ 
Amu or the “river Oius"*, and Ab-tele 


means the Huns who lived on the shores 


i BASfavata, V, ch, 24, 
i Geo^afky Qf Strabo, Vol 1 , p. rij, note 
4 i jBBRAS,y XXIV, p, 565s - . ,. . . 
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of the Oxus. Aa the river Hfitakl^ lOr the 
Zerafahan, which is said to have ita aource 
ID the FAn-tau mountain to tbs esafc of 
Samarkand near the Gfrreat Pamir, is in 

kUa, it must have appertained to Tran* 
soxiftua (M<war-vX*N<*hav) and formed a 
part of the kingdom of Bokhara. i8J iV>- 
Utla from the or Neph-telUies. 

In the BbSgavatsS the word Tal&la (the 
Fat^a-tala of the Devi-Bhftgavaba) liae been 
used for Ni-tala, and therefore the 'sphere’ 
PStftla was the same as Ni-tala., Pst&lapura 
was originally the name of A^ma or Oxiana» 
the capital of Sogdiana, as we shall hereafter 
show. (4) is from the To-charkr 

The Asura Maya (Ahnra Mazda of the 
Avesta), the Spiritual Guide of the Msya* 
Tls, dwelt in this sphere*. Maya and MfiyS- 

1 Bhlgovata, V, ch. 24. 

2 BJiigavata, V’ 34, 7 .—Atah^ Vtialarn 
Sutalarri TalMalarp^ MMiahra Rasatalam PStl^ 
lamitu 

3 Bkggavata V, 24 5 VII, lo, 53 :—Mayinam 
ParamMryafTK May am iara-aamayapAi. 
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Are the sarae as and Magii 

(the folio vers of the Zoroaetriao re%[oB). 
VKaya*' is a oorruptioQ of ‘Maga* or *Hag^a' 
who represeats Ahura. Mazda the architect 
of'the unjveree, and heace Maya, was the 
arobiteot of the Asurae. The Magii were 
the “^kadvlpl BrSUitiaoiae'* brought to 
lodia by from Soytbia. The Mah5- 

bb&rata^ meotioQs that the Br&hma^e of 
S&kadvipa dwelt io Mpga, which haa bee a 
identified withMargiacia, the country ai'oand 
Merv^* This sphere there fore coroprUed 
Margie na. (5) MahS-tala from the Sae- 
t(da or Hae-talites, who under the name 
of Great* Yuechi (Kushan) li^ed betvreen 


1 KUrina P., Purva kh., ch. 49 
M/xfadhSsiaiva Manas^ Manda^SsiathS, Brihnay 
ah K^airiyi Vai^yth SUdrSh^ra kramtiya tu. 

2 Bhftvi^ya P., Brahma Parva, chs. 73C 

3 Bhlima, ch. IX. 

4 Rawlinspn’s Fivg Gnat Monarckin, yoL 
IV, pp. e5> 26 note : Bretschneider’s Mtdi^val 
Remrchts, vol. 11, p. 105. 
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thfe JfiXATtes Ani Cbu mere efter- th& 
cWfqueat of this tCRctK Bokhara was a 
centre, and in Bokharian Ian* 
gflage ‘^Haetal” means ‘^a etrdng man*’®. 
(6)’ 8 u-t<Ua from the Ki-d<ir%tie$ or Sn 
ti 4 bes,-who lived on the Upf>er Jaxartes and 
the OxuB. King Bali was confined in 
Su-tala at Balkh which is a corruption oi 
the Turkish word Balikh which means ''the 
TOBidenoe of a king'*. ( 7 ) E<M&tata is the 
Safiskritised form of Basa-UU, the valley 
of the EasS or the Jaxartes, on the banks of 
^hich the Hans resided : this is the general 
nama of the entire region called BasStala, 
but with regard to the seventh sphere called 
BasStala the h£ah!^bhSrata^ says that the 
Snrabhis, or Khorasroii of the classical 
writers, dwelt in this sphere ; it therefore 
inolnded Kharism or Khiva. 

I /B.BJi.A.S., vol »xxiv, p. 568 5 Smith'S 
Bi 'riy Hitiery of India, pp. aifi, 242* 

V 8 ' vol. Xxiv. pp. $ 6 $, $ 6 ?, 

3 SfH.y Udyoga» ch, ioi. 
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Wd ha 76 already stated that for the 
sphere Ni*tala the Bh&gavoAa has got Ps- 
t&la, and it should also be stated that for the 
sphere TalS-tala, the Vi^u Bur^a has got 
Oabhastiroat, and Gabhaati appears to be 
the name of a river in Sskadvlpa^ or 
Scythia, which is either the Murgab or the 
Jaxartes, most probably the former. In the 
Sdbdarain&vall we have got Tala inatead 
of TalS-tala, and Ta-la represents Tu-ho-lo 
of Hiuen Taang^ the country of the 
Tocharis^. For the aeventh sphere RasS* 
tala, aome of the Par 5 :^as^ have got Pstsla, 
but in the BhSgavatO'^ KasStaU and PStSla 
have both been mentioned as the names of 
two distinct and separate spheres, and PStS- 
la, as already stated, has been used for 
Ni-tala of the other P.urS^s. Pstsla is 

1 P., ii, chs. 4) 5* 

2 Beal’s Ricords of tht Wuttm Worlds vol. I, 

p. 37 n. 

3 Agfd P-t ch 130, vs. I, 2. 

4 BhogavaUi, V, ch. 24. ' 
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also used as a synonym for RaaStala as a 
general name of tlie entire region. Thus 
we see tiat Babylon was in A tala. Fan- 
tau tnonntMn neat the Great Pamir was 
in Bitala. Asms in Sogdlana was in Ni- 
talS) Margiana in Tal5*tala. Bokhara in 
Mahg'tala, Balkh in Sn-tala, and Khiva in 
Rasatala. Hence it appears that the entire 
region of RasStala was bounded on tlie east 
by the Great Pamir, on the west by tlie 
Babylonian empire or Sslmsladvlpa, on the 
north by the northern boundaries of the 
countries situated on the north of the 
Caspian Sea and the Jaxartes, and on the 
south most probably by the Indian Ocean 
which was the Southern boundary of Sska- 


dvlpa. 

It will be remarked that at least two of 


the spheres 

Huns and 
Scythians 
were 

Turanians. 


of BasStala, namely TalS-tala 
and Su-taU, derived their names 
from the Tocharis and Su 
tribes who were Scythians and 
not Hans, But it should be 


stated that both the Scythians and the 
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Huns were Turanians'. And most of the 
Sakas or Scythians were Hunnic tribes*. 
In fact both Herodotus and Strabo include 
all the Hunnic tribes under the general 
name of Scythians. The Tocharis, the 
Tak^aka NSga tribe of the Mamh&rata 
and the Takiuks of Scythia, are howerer 
stated to be Tak-i-uk Moguls by M. 
Deguignes?. Some of the tribes as the 
Messagetae were Huns*, though according 
to Herodotus they were regarded aa a 
^‘Scythian race’'®. It should be here stated 
that in the 5 th century a. t>., the Huns 
lost the original name of Huns and began 
to be known as Turks, as on© of their 
tribes of that name became very powerful. 
Later on the Mogul tribe of Huns under 

1 /BSRAS., vol. IV, pp. 548, 564. 

2 JB£RAS>, vol. IV, p. 563. 

3 Tod's BSjastMcft, vol.I, ch.6, p, 60. 

4 /BBBAS., vol. XXIV, p, 562. 

5 Rawlinson's ffufory of HirotUtw, vol. I, 

p. 103 ; sec also M. Hue's Travils in Tartaty, 
Tihit and China, vol. 1 , p. 237. , 
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Jengiz KhAQ became veiypoweriul, aodtbie 
tribe gave ita name to the whole nation^. 

RaeStala has bees principally described 
as tbd abode of the NSgas, and the MahS^ 
hh&rata^ giTes two lists of names of the 
principal NSgas who lired 
there, and the Padma Fur&- 
also gives a list of their 
names. Though these names 
are stated to be names of 
individual NSgas, yet it ap- 
pears that each name re¬ 
presents a tribe of Huns. 
Se^a represents the ‘'Sees’* of Sogdiana^ 
the capital of which was Harakanda or 
Samarkand^ YSsuki the Usulvis; Kerko- 

1 /FSFAS., vol. XXIV, p. S58. 

2 AfM., Adi, ch. 35 ; Udyoga, ch. 302 . 

3 Padma P., Sr?ti, ch. 6 , 

4 Geografiky o/Stra6o,vol\l, pp. 240 note, 
245 « 

5 McCrindle'a Invasiw 0/ India ^ AUxan<Uf 
ik$ Gnat, p. 40* 


Identifica¬ 
tion of the 
names of 
nagas with 
those of 
Hunnic 
tribes 
and others. 
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the Kara-Kasak, the Easaks were 
also oalLdd Kirghiz. They lived all over 
Ceotral Asia ; a dynasty of the tribe of 
Huns reigned in Kasmir after the Gonanda 
dynasty.^ 

Tak^aka, as stated before, represents 
the Tocharis, the Tak-i-uk Moguls who 
lived iu TocharisUn or Bactria, after whom 
_ the whole country was called 

Turkestan. They are the TusS- 
ras of the MaUya Parana* and TukhSrae 
of the Brhat-sc^hita^ by VarSha-mihira. 
They were the inhabitants of the country 
Tu-ho-lo of Hiuen Taang, which may 
phonetically represent Tur, and so indicate 
the origin of Turan, the region to which 
Wilford assigned the Tukharaa*. Parlksitof 

1 Vambery's History of Bokhara, p. 103; 
Dr Stein's Rs/atarafigi^A, voK T, bk. jv.j Vam- 
bery's Travels in Central Asia, pp. 345 » jdS. 

2 Mats} a P., ch. i2X. 

$• Sriassartihili, ch. id . , 

4, Beal’s R WC., vol. I, p. 37 note, 
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the Maho^hd/rata was trcacheroualy aesas^ 
sinated hj a Tak^a. 

ElSpatra representa the Ephthalifces or 
the white Huna, from whom the word 
PStSla, as the Dame of the seTen spheres, 
Elapatra been derived and subse¬ 

quently applied to the whole 
country of BasStala. The Ephthalitea were 
a most powerful tribe of Huns who lived 
m BasStala or the valley of the Jaxartes, 
and who invaded India long before the time 
of Alexander the Great, and made settle¬ 
ments in the Punjab end in Sindh. They 
overran Persia and killed its king Piroz in 
a battle in 4 S{t A.n. Their descendants also 


invaded India at the time of Skandagupta. 
The corruption of the two words Sla and 
Patra is AI& and Pstd rsspeotively, and it 
is possible to conceive that the trans¬ 
position of these two words might have led 
to the formation of the word Fstsla, There 
can be no doubt, however, that tbe word 
PStSla has been derived from the Ephthali* 
tes, and it is eonBmied by the fact that 
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from the settlement of the EphthaliUa in 
Sindh, who have been called Sogdoi* by 
Alexander’s historians, the delta of the 
Indus was called Pstalene and its capital 
was called Pstsla*. The MahahharaUifi^ 
however, says that the word PStfila means a 
‘‘great fall’* of water from the moon and 
other “watery heavenly bodies”. This is of 
oourse a mythical interpretation. In the 
seventh century Hiuen Taang mentions that 
the serpent ElSpatra lived in a tank on the 
north-west of Tak^asQS at Haesan Abdul 
in the Punjab and obtained a share of the 
relic after Buddha’s death*. The Bphthali- 
tes were also called Haetalites, and another 
of the seven spheres, MahStala, has derived 
its name from them. In the Bokharian 

1 McCrindle’s Invasion of India by AUxandtf 
iki Gnai, p. 354 ' 

a McCrindle’s AncUnt India as dsscrtbei by 
Megasthenss and Arrian, p. 1S3 note. 

3 Mbh., Udyoga, cb. 98. 

4 Beal’s JtWC; vol. I, p. I 37 i vol. 11, p. 41. 

4 
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language ‘‘Haital"* raeanfl a “strong 
as stated before. 

Ugraka represents the Uigurs^, Aryaka 
the Ariecse*, Sumnkba the Kamuks^, 
Tittarithe Tatars, afterwards called Tartars*, 
A^ratara the Aspasians or Asia*, and 
perhaps the Assaltenoi of 
Arrian ^ felipinda the Salor, 
the oldest Turkoman tribe 
recorded in history* • Dadhiraukha the 
Dabe, a oelebrated Soythic tribe who lived 

1 /BBRAS., vol. XXIV, p. 565. 

2 For the name see Prof, Max Mnller’s 
Scienee of language, vol, I, p. 348. 

3 Uid., p, 242. 

4 Ibid., I, p. 34$, For SttfnukMa the Padina 

P- (Srstj, ch. 6) has Dunnuhkct. / 

5 Ibid, I, pp. 349, 342 . Sir Henry Yule's 
Marco Polo, voJ. 1 , p. 12 note. 

6 Tod’s/?5;W//«S»,vo). I, p. 5 i ; McCrindJe'e 
Invasion of India by AUxandtr t)u Groat, p, 60. 

7 McCrindte’s AncUnt India as dsscribtd by 
Mtgofithtnos and Arrian, p. iSa 

6 Vafiihefy's Trooois in Coniral Asia, p. 304. 


# 

tk 




R AS AT At A OR THE UNDER-W0RX.0 2$ 

on the stores of tt© upper Ja^artes, after 
vhoiD the whole of Oenttal Asia was called 
the “country of the DahU*'* ; Apura(ia, 
the Apamis of Strabo®, who lired in the 
1st century b. c. ; EsHyas and K&lakeyas 
the Karas described as pitiless robbers and 
an exceedingly savage tribe of Turkomans^. 

MusakSda represents tlie Massagat£e, 
who, according to Herodotus, lived on the 
east of the Caspian Sea^ beyond the 
Ajaxes* which is evidently the river 


1 Farvardin Yost (XI 11 ), 144 in the SBE-^ 
vol. XXIII ; JBBRAS., vol. XXIV, p. 54S.' 

2 Straboi bk. XI, ch. viii, 2, trana by Kamil. 
ton and Falconer, voL II, p- 243. 

3 Vambwy's Travels in Central Asia, p. 304 ; 
Mbh., Vans, ch. 100. 

4 Rawlinson's Herodotus, bk. I, cb. 204 (voU* 

I, p. 104). ' 

5 Ibid., bk. I, ch. 20 ; vol. I, p. 103. Tod 
also says “We will merely add that the kingdom' 
of the Great Gete whose capital was on the 
Jaxartes pref^erved Its integrity and name from the 
period of Cyrus to the fourteenth century, when 




A 
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Jazartes, as it is sud that Asia is bounded 
'‘on the north by the Caspian and the river 
Arazes which flous towards the rising 
suu^”. They were tlie Melaka (Kgatriya) 
of Sskadvlpa’. They have been included 
among the Su tribes of Soythians along 
vrith the Tocharis and the Daha), but they 
were actually Hunnic tribes^, It is evident 
that after their name the province of 
^kadvlpa» in which they lived» was called 
Maiaka, the Mass^^etai of Ptolemy^. The 
Massagete, which means the “Great Gete*’, 
were a very powerful race, and Cyrus king 
of Persia lost his life in a battle with the 
C[ueeii Tomyris and the greater part of 
the Persian army was destroyed. They 

it was converted from idolatry to the faith of 
Islam*' {Raiatikartf vol. r, p. 97). 

1 Rawlinson's Hirodoius^ bk. IV, ch. 40 (vol. 
I, p. y>^)■ 

2 Mhh.y Bhi^ma, ch. ii. 

3 jBBRAS.y vol. XXIV, pp. 548, 562. 

4 Bh5?ma, ch. ix. » 
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were kcowo hy the name of Getee,— 
**DjeU8,’’ that is Jetes of Transoxania,— 
and also hy tke name of Jita or Jsts in 
India, and some oi the Bajput olana olalm 
descent from tbe latter^. At the time of 
the SamSyai}a, many coinmnDities of 
Maasaget^ had settled in the Deooan aa 
has been allegorioally described in the story 
of JafAyu and his brother SampSti. In 
fact JetSyn is a contraction of Massagetse 
or a variant of Gete. JatSyu lived in 
JanastbSna and SampStl dwelt in a cave 
in the Vindhys mountam in Mysore, which 
should not be confounded with its namesake 
in upper India®, while the rest of the 
Deccan was interspersed with the settle* 
inents of ESksuas who were also Turanians 
and belonged to the Hunnic tribe. Aecot^ 
ding to Herodotus, who flourished in the 5 th 

t Tod's RS;asiASn, vol. I, p. 97 j Vambery's 
History of Bokhara^ p. 174. 

2 RSptSyoM, Aranya, cb. 49; KiskmdhyS^ 
ch. 56. 
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oentury b.c.» the M&saagetie were canm> 
hals, aa he mentions it among their custome ; 
^Human life does not come to its natural 
close with this people ; but when a man 
grows very old, all his kinsfolk collect 
together and offer him up in sacrifice ; 
offenng at the same time some cattle also. 
After the .eacrifice they lioil the flesh 
and feast on it; and those who thus end 
their days are reckoned the happiest. If a 
man dies of disease they do not eat him, 
but bury him on the ground, bewailing his 
ill-fortune that he did not come to be 
sacrificed. They sow no grain, but live on 
their herds, and on fish, of which there 
is great plenty in the Arasee. Elsewhere 
Herodotus says, “The Scythian soldier 
drinks the blood of the first man he over¬ 
throws in battle*^. These were the customs 
of almost all the Soythio tribes though 
Herodotus speaks of cannibalism with 

I RawliDsoD's ffgrodoiuf, vol. I, pp. 109, 312. 
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epeci&l reference to the Massngetes only. 
Strabo also says that sotne of the Soythiaos 
were ferocious and were cannibals^. Hero¬ 
dotus himself} it appears, did not believe 
that the Massagetse were a Scythian race; 
he, however, says that by many they were 
regarded as such, and in their dress and 
mode of living they resembled the Scythi¬ 
ans^. It seema that like the Supamas and 
Surabbis of the Su tribe, some of the 
Massagetse to which Jat&yu belonged, be¬ 
came early converts to the Aryan religion 
and Bubaoquently became followers of Vi^n, 
as it appears from the fact that though 
hfassagets, JatSyu and his brother Sam- 
pSti have been stated as the nephews of 
Garuda being the sons of his brother 
who belonged to the Su-tribe. As a 
Vai^ava, JatAyu gave up eating desh, while 

I Hamilton and Falconer' Sirai^, bk. VII, 
in, 9 in Vol. I, p. 464. 

^ Rawlinson's Herocbtuf, vol. I, p. 103,108. 

5 Ptuinut P., Sr?ti, ch, 6. 
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his brother SampSti msniSsted some h&n« 
keriog after the flesh of the monkeys whom 
he saw from hia cave at ViiKihySoalA 
where he resided, and perhaps for this 
proclivity his wings were said to have been 
scorched by SQrya, the Sun-god, who is 
identical with Vi§i>u. As Garuda was the 
•vehicle or charioteer ot Vi^uu, aud Aruija 
of Surya, so Ja'tSyu, on account of his 
conversion to VaiB^vistn, is said to have 
been an ally of Da^aratha ; he fought hard 
with Havana and was killed by him, 
while Sits was being abducted by him 
in the wilds of BaxidekSraxiya; and it 
was SampSti who gave a clue to the 
monkeys as to the whereabouts of SltS^. 

Sabahu, Srlvaha, Suvftsu and Savsla* 
represent the Su tribe of Scythians. It is 
mentioned in the hfah&bhfirata that while 


1 Aranya, ch. 15 > KiftkindbyS) 
chs., 5d, 58. 

2 Mbh.^ Adi, ch. 35 ; Udyoga, ch. 102. 
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NSrada acd MStali weat to P&tala to seek 
a auitablo bridegroom for tbd 
Subsbuand letter’s daughter, they after 
tribes. Tisiting Hirai^yapurs went to 

the country of the Suparnas, 
and then visited the country of the Sura- 
bhie*. The mention of Eiraijyapura in 
PStSia gives ue some indication tliere to 
seek for it. Kasyapa liad thirteen wives ; 
by his wife Diti he had two sons HiranySk^ 
and Hira^ya-kalipu, who were the ancestors 
of the Daityae ; and the sons by his wife 
Danu were called Danavas. Hira:nyapura 
was the capital of the Daityas and DSnavas. 
It will be observed that just on the south- 
eastern side of the Caspian Sea, there was 
an ancient town called Hyrcania which was 
the capital of the country of the same 
name ; it was situated near the modern 
town of Astrabad. On tlie sontbern and^ 
western sides of the Caspian Sea and Imme* 


I Ibid., Udyoga, chs. 99, lOO, lOi. 


32 


RAS 2 TALA OR THE UNDER WOMD 


dlatdly to thd east, according to dome 
authority, to the north of Media was the 
country of the Kaspii or Kaspios. The 
CaspiaQ Sea was called by the name of 
“Mare Caspium or Hyrcania” by the classi¬ 
cal writers. The name of Hymania appears 
to be connected with those of the two 
brothers Hira^ySksa and Hira;ny&-ka8ipti, 
the or primitive Daityas who founded 

a royal dynasty^, and the name of the !£aspii 
also appears to be conaeotod with that of 
their father llasyapa^ It is curious that 
the royal Scythians'^ clum their descent 
from Golaxais’, who is perhaps identical 
with Ka^yapa, the progenitor of the Daityas, 
D&navas, Asuras, NSgas and other Tura¬ 
nian nations, who were of eourse non- 
Aryans. There can be no doubt therefore 
that the Daityas and Dftnav^ lived on the 
southern and western sides of the Caspian 

1 B^avata, iii, ch. 171 MM., Vans, cb. lOi. 

2 Rawlinson*s HerodotuSy bk. iv, cb. 6, (vol. 
I, p. 289)- 
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Sea and ori the north aod the east of the 
ancient ooucitry of Ariana. Hyrcania there¬ 
fore was the Hiraijyapura of the hfahS- 
bhSrata. From Hiranyapnra, N&rada aod 
MS tali went totheconutry of the Snpar^iaa^ 
or Garu^a birds. The names of all the clans 
which belonged to this tribe oointnenced 
with Su®, and therefore they must hare 
belonged to the Su tribe of ScythiaDs. 
They eyidently lived on the north of 
Hyrcania, and tbeir country was separated 
from the latter by the river Atrek, the an¬ 
cient name of which was Sarnins which is 
apparently a corruption of Supar^a. Sar- 
nius therefore separated the kingdom of 
Hiraijyapura from the country of the 


1 Mbh., Udyoga, ch. 100, v, t :—Ayam MaK 
M^rnSttSm /aifinStn ^anfia^SbtftSm. 

2 Ibid., Vdyog^, ch. I0I» vs. «, 3 ; Vainaieya 

suta ska^histatamidarrt kulam, sumukhsna 
funamnZ ca sxtvarcasd. Sumca 

rS^na ca fna/ait, vordhifani prasrtyi vai 

vinatakula kertfhhiK. 

3 
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Supar^. Henoe the Supari^e lived io 
Tarkistan, including the TranS'Caapian 
district, bounded on the veet by the Caspian 
Sea, 00 the south by the rirer Sarnioa, and 
on the north by the river Jaxartesi Strabo 
also mentions that on advanoiog from the 
south-east of the Caspian Sea towards the 
east, the uatiooe to be met with were the 
Bahe, Maeeagetie, eto., who belonged to 
the Su tribeFrom the country of the 
Supaniias, NSrada and Ms tali went to the 
country of the Surabhis or the cow*tribe 
Surabhi is apparently the Sanekritieed 
form of Ehorastnii of the Greek writers. 
The country of the Surabhis therefore was 
situated on the north of the Ozus; it is 
DOW called Kharism or the Kbanat of 
Khiva: it is also called Urgendj* or Or- 

t Gtop'aphy of Strabo, vol. ii, p. 245, sec. 
S, and note 2 ; JBBRAS., vol. xxiv, p. 548. 

2 Mbk-t Udyc^, ch. toi. 

3 Vamb^’s Travtli in Central Aria, p. 339; 
Burnes’ Ttavhs in Bokhara, voL Jii, p. 162. 
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gViDje, which is the Urjagtu^^^ of the 
Matsya Fur&^a^. Strabo distinctly says 
that **the Khorasmii belong to the Massa* 
gets’'and therefore there oan be no doubt 
that the Khoraemii or the Surabhis belong* 
ed to the Su tribe. It appears that SaramS» 
who was sent by Indra to aaoertain the 
place where the cows robbed by the Fa^is, 
the Par Die of Strabo, as the Dabs were 
called, who li^ed on the eastern aide of the 
Caspean Sea^,—'had been kept concealed^ 
was also a^ Scythian. SaramS apparently 
represents the tribe of ‘^Sarmatlans, who 
are Soythians^' and who lived on the north 
of the Caspian Sea*. Su-pan^a and Su< 
rabhis, and Sa^ramS, who is described as a 
* fur* woman, belonged to the Sn tribe of 
the Scythians, and it appears that they 
were the early converts to the Aryan reli* 

1 Matsya P., ch. 120, v, 46, 

2 Straho, bk. xi, cb, viii, $. 

3 Ihid^t bk. xi, ch. vii| t. 

4 lbid.t\>V. xi,cb« u, r. 



36 RASJTALA OR THE UHTBR-WORLD 

gioo. They were taken into the comcnunitiee 
of Aryans, and to each conTerted tribe was 
assigned some particular duty. Thus the 
Supar^a tribe became their charioteers, as 
Garuja, .'called also Supari^ was the 
charioteer of Vi^u, and his brother Arnoa 
was thecharioUer of SGrya. Su«b 5 hu, which 
means 'one with beautiful arms* is the same 
as Su'parna, which means 'one with beauti¬ 
ful plumage or wingsIt appears that 
the Supan^s were also called drKaha* 
which means ^'beautifnl*’. It has already 
been stated that Su-tala received its name 
from the Zi-daritss. It cannot be asoer* 
tained whether the word Sri is a oorruptdon 
of Ki-darites or not, but there can be no 
doubt that Su stands for Si cf Ki^darit^s, 
as the Turanian k, or rather the non* Aryan 
k is equivalent to Sanskrit s, as Sumukha 
for ifumSo, Surabhi for Khoroimih SslfMla- 
dvipa for Okal-dia. It should be stated 

j MiA., Adi, ch< 33« > 

2 Ih'd., Udyoga, ch. lot, v. 5, 
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hdre that aocordiag to M.Droum> the Kidari* 
tea were a Huonic tribe different from tho 
Bphtbalites^. The Sarabhl oonverte be¬ 
came the milkmen and soothsayers of the 
Aryans. According to Herodotas there 
were many people in Soythia who could 
foretell the future by means of willow 
wauds> and it appears that the Surabhis 
were especially endowed with power of 
prophecy^. It was purely a Magian prac¬ 
tice^. Surabhis were also called Surasa 
and Subala for supplying milk, and Va^i§- 
tha’a ‘cow’, which evidently belonged to the 
Surabhi tribe, was called SubalS*. The 
SaramS converts became door-keepers and 
watch-men^ of the ancient Aryans. SarsmS, 

1 JBBRAS., vol. xxiv, p. 571 note, 

2 Rawiinson’s Hgrvd^tus, vol. I, p. 313 
(Bk. iv, ch. 67)5 J^Srka^ 4 *y‘* P > ch. 21. 

3 RawHnsor/s Pivi Grtat Monarckiti of tho 
Ancient Eastern World, vol. iii, p. 130. 

4 .idi, ch. 52. * 

5 ^-vtdax X, 14, 7-1T ; see Monier Willies^* 
Indian Wisdom, p. 20$. 
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aceordiDg to the BliSga7aba> was ooo of 
the wives of Kalyapa*. 

That the Supan^s were eaHy oonverte 
to the Aryao religion ia confirmed by the 
fact that Dr. Spooner, was very much 
impressed *^with the striking 
iooDOgraphioal resemblance be¬ 
tween the soulptared images 
of Garnda in India and the customary 
figure of Ahura Maeda in ancient Persian 
Art’', and be says that he found some rela¬ 
tion between Glaru^a, the vehicle of Vi8jj.u, 
and GarC^nmSnem, the abode of Abnra 
Mazda in theAvesta^. Dr. Modi objects 
to this identification on tbs ground that 
one has to take the A vesta n for the 


1 ^hdcikalpadruma, sv. Kafyapa. 

2 Dr. Spooner’s Zorooitrian P$riod p/ Indian 
HuUry In the Journal the Royal Astatic Bodilyt 
>9<S> P< 427> where he qviotes the following 
passage from the V4ndidadi~->*\ invoke Gar6> 
mpSnem, the abode of Ahura Mazda.* See also 
Fe^sson's Ninavek and Persfpdis, p, zpy note,* 
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Indian d^. Bufc Dr. Spooner “waa correct 
in his ideotificstioni as his statement is 
confirmed hy the MahShhBrata. Garaja, 
while carryiog the elephant and the 
tortoise with his nails, was invited by a 
Banyan tree (Ficus Indioa) to sit upon its 
branch aod eat them, and he was addressed 
Oh Garnbinao I you sit npon my extensive 
branch one hundred yojanas wide and 
eat, the elephant aod the tortoise’’^. 
The AmarS'koia and other lexicogra¬ 
phies and the Fadma Pnrfi^^ have got 
GarutmBn as one of the names of Garuja*. 
The abode or paradise of Ahura Mazda 
named GarOomBoem^ is also called by the 
names of Gari^tmBn in the Pahlavi com- 

1 Dr. J. ). Modi’s Ancttnt Paialiputra in 
/BFPAS.I xxiv, p. 530. 

2 Adi, ch. 29. 

3 Padma P., Srsti, ch. 44 >Taii ea 
CanttmSuiiea pranamya HraSA Harim. 

4 SabdakalpadruMa, sv. Gamda. 

5 Ffftdtdad, ch. xix, 32 (105) ; ydsf, in, r, 4: 
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meotary of the AreataGarothroSo by the 
Parsia*, GarOdroan® and GaiC-demftna* in 
the Areata. Garut-mana of the hliihSbhArata 
and Garnt-inSna of the Pa dm a PurSija there¬ 
fore appear to ha identical with Garotman, 
GarothmSn and GarodioSn. Bab ae the bird 
eared the lives of the Bslakhilya 1*9id 
by holding np the broken branch with hia 
beak, the rais beatowed upon him the name 
of Garuja for hia power of bearing such an 
immense burdeo, and since that day be haa 
been called Garada®. It is therefore clear 
that his former name waa Garutman and 
not Garuja. It is also related that while 
Garada was carrying away amrta or nectar 

^ B.B., iv. pp. SI4, 215 ; xxiii, p. 43 ; Visparad, 
rii : S. B, E., xxxi, p. 345. 

1 .S. B. ir, p. 230 note. 

2 Ihid., vol. iv, p. 214 note ; xxiii, pp. 317 n., 
337 n. 

3 GlMs. Yasna, li, 15, Garft^man means 
Home of Song : S. B, B., vol. xxxl, p. 184. 

4 Raskn Kw/fxtg, 37 ; B.B.B., xxiii, p-177. 

' 5 Mbft., Adi, ch. 30. 
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itt order to release hie mother Vi nets from 
her thraldom, Tndra hurled at him his 
thuoderbolt, It did him no injury whatever, 
yet in deference to the ygi with whose 
bone the thunderbolt was manufsotured, 
be gave up a feather which was so beauti¬ 
ful that the gods conferred upon him the 
title Supar^ia, and since that da7 be has 
been called Supar^,and he became a friend 
of Indra*, which perhaps indicates that in 
the religious sohiscu he sided with the party 
of Indra. Qaru4a*s name is mentioned in 
the Taittirlya Araxiyaka*. This clearly 
proves that the Su tribes of the Scythians 
had become converts to the Aryan reli' 
gion at a remote period, long before tbs 
Indo-Aryans migrated to the Punjab. Dr. 
Modi says, ^‘The Su tribe, which was 
attacked (by the Huns), consisted of the 
different Turanian tribes, such as the 


1 Ibid., Adi, ch. 33 , 

2 TaU. Ir. X, I. 6. 
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Mesaagatse, Tochari, and Dah», who lived 
on the frontiers of Persia on the shores of 


the Upper Jaxartes**^ 

It will be remarked that notwith¬ 
standing the inclusion of the Scythian con- 


Animal 
shapes of 
Scythian 
converts. 


verts into the Aryan corarannities, some 
distinction appears to have 
been made between them and 
the true Aryans by ascribing 
to them aome animal forms 
with a view to denote their 
Turanian origin. Thus the Suparijias were 
ooDsidered as birds, the Surabhis aa 
cows, the SaramSs as dogs, To other 
Hunnic converts was given the shape of 


snakes. 

The episode of the fight between the 
Gaja and the Kacchapa^, that is the £le- 


1 JBBRAS. xxjv, p. 545. 

2 Mhk., Adi, ch. 29 i Padma P., ch. 

44 :— Ti^iantau vijmlau tatra fighZrn^ Gaja 
Kacckapau, afra^tyau mahasatvau slgarasthd- 
hadisoiAk, 
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AS 


Fight 
between 
the Ele. 
phant and 
tbcTcrtoise, 


phant and the Tortoise, as related in the 
KabSbhSrata and the PurS- 
aas, ie an allegorical dea- 
cription ot a protracted war be¬ 
tween the people of Gazaka 
or Gaza, representing the 
Arjans, and the now extinct tribe called 
Plaspii (the Turanian D&naTas), till they 
were both exterminated by Garuda, (the 
Tumanian Huns). This is a traditional 
account of a war between the two races 
at a remote period before the Aryan 
rnigratioD to India. Gazaka or Gaza, as it 
was called} was the summer capital of 
Atropatene^, modem Azerbijan, one of the 
two diTisions Into which ancient Media was 
divided, Atropatene being the eaetern divi* 
eion, According to Pliny®, the Kaspii 
lived on the north of Media along the 
Caspian Sea near the river Cyras or the 
modem Kuru, on tbs southern aide of 


I Gecgr<^hy tf Strabo, vol. ji, p. 263. 
3 Ibid., vol. n, p. 2 note 2 
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Armenia acd Albaoia. According to Strabo 
their country called Caspian a appertained 
to Albania^, but elsewhere be des^nates 
them by the name of Coseei and says that 
they lived to the east of Media*. There 
can be no doubt therefore that they lived 
on the eastern wde of Media but towards 
the north. The Kaspii were a famous tribe, 
ae after their name the Caucasus mountain 
is called Mount Kaspiua and the Hyroanian 
Sea the Caspian Sea*. There can be no 
doubt that the country of the Kaspii 
adjoined Atropatian Media or Azerbijan. 
The Easpii have been described by Strabo* 
as a barbarous people who starved to 
death those among them who were above 
seventy years of age by exposing them 
m a desert place. They were a tribe of 
marauding ^bandits who never lost an 

1 Geography of Sirahoy vol. ii, p. 234. 

2 Ibid., vol ii. p. 2$4. 

3 Ibid, vol. n, pp. 226, 234. 

4 Ibid.^ v(^. ii, p. 3SS. 
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opportunity to exact tribute from the 
Median kings*. It is very probable that 
the name of the Kaapii suggested the name 
of KaSyapa as the progenitor of the 
Turanian raoe. In the Atharva-Veda 
Kaiyapa denoted a tortoise^. (Sazaka was 
situated on the south-western side of the 
Caspian Sea and on the eouth-eastern 
side of lake Urumiya, and the fight between 
the Qajo> and the RaoGhapa is said to 
have taken place near the sea-shore, evi¬ 
dently the shore of the Caspian Sea. 
Garo^a, after he had carried the Nsgas 
(serpents) on his back at the command of 
the latter’s mother Kadru and at the request 
of his own mother VinatS to Esmaijiyaka^ 
dvipa® learnt at that place about his 
mother’s thraldom to Kadru and also the 
means of her emancipation from her aer- 


I Ibid., vol. ii, p. 264. 

a VtdieInd$x,v<A. I, p. 144- Atharva~vtda, 
iv, 207; ^tapatka Brlkma-^, vii, 5, i, 5. 

$ Mbk, Adi, cb. 26. 
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vitude. Garuda felt very huogry, and by 
the directioD of his mother he deronred 
myriads of Ni^Sdas or fiahermezi on the 
sea-ehore, but hie hunger waa not aatiefied. 
He therefore went to hie father who waa 
perforiuiDg asceticism on the north of the 
Xauhi’tya Saffara^ or the Erythrseau SeSj 
and by his instruotion he took up the 
elephant and the tortoi8e» which were of 
enormous size, with one of bis olawe, and 
dew to a Bata tree (^cus Tndioa) eltuated 
at Mambd t$r(Aa, to eat them. The 
branch broke, and he flew away to a moun¬ 
tain elsewhere and there devoured the 
elephant and the tortoise^. Bat the 
PaF&i;Las go still further. They state that 
the elephant was very much pressed in 
the flght, and in his despair he prayed 
to Vi$hu to deliver him from his difficult 
position, and yisQ.a went to the spot on 

1 J’adma P.y Srsti, ch. 44 tatastapas- 

ftps Laakifyasysftars /a^ 

2 Mhk., ch. 3a 
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his vdhicU Garu^, kilidd bis ertsroy and 
saved him’. The PurSi>a?, jt will be 
remarked, thus preserve the Aryan origin 
of.Gaja or the Elephant, It will be ob¬ 
served that the entire scene of the story is 
piftoed on the western side of the Caspian 
Sea, which is the E^ra sSgara of the 
PurSnas, and the ^amaiiiyal^dvi'pa m&y 
be easily identided with the country of 
Arraenia, RSmaj^Iyaka being a pleonastic 
form of B^aiyiyo, oz Armc^a, and Alomba 
with Albania, the capital of the ancient 
province of the same name now called 
Shirwan, situated on the shore ot the 
Caspian Sea, as is indicated by the word 
tirtha attached to the name and by the 
distinct mention that the foot ot the Bata 
tree situated in Alamba was laved by 
the waves of the *8ea** which was evidently 
tile Caspian Sea. The scene of the whole 
story therefore comprised Atropatian 

t VSmana P., ch. $$« 

2 MtKx Adi, ch. 29. 
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Media, Caapiana, Armenia and Albaoia, 
that is, most of the Trans-Caucaaian States. 

Two facts may he deduced from the 
allegorical desoription of the fight. One 
is that the people of Azerbijan, the capital 
of which was Qazaka, and which in the 
language of the Avesta was called Arya- i 
Taijam, the supposed original home of the 
Aryans, were frequently subjected to the 
invasions and depredations of the barbarous 
nomad tribes by whom they were surjoun- ^ 
4led, and were in a constant state of 
insecurity. Hence it should be inferred 
that the principal cause of Aryan migration 
from Iran to India and the countries to 
the west, was not so much for religions < 
schism, as it has been generally supposed, 
though it may have been one of the causes; 
hut was due to a feeling to escape from 
the oppression, cruelties and devastations 
of the barbarous tribes to a place of security 
where they oould enjoy peaoe and the fruits 
of their labour in the fields. The other 
fact that may be deduced from the story 
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is that Garuja, one of wboso names was 
Sslmall^ or Chaldea, was originally an 
inhabitant of Chaldea* or Meeopotamia, and 
thia ia corroborated by the fact that hia 
father Ka^yapa practised asceticism on 
the north of the Lauhitya (Red) or 
BrybhrEean Sea, which in the Paursnic 
language was called Ghrta Samudra and 
which surrounded Salmaladvlpa* or Chal* 
dea. It is also very probable that Kadru, the 
toother of the NSgas, was a Surd, G&rduchi 
of the ancients* as her name indicates, that 
4 s a woman of Kurdistan, and that she 
Was married to Ka^yapa who was per¬ 
haps the same ae Colaxais^ mentioned 
by Herodotus as the progenitor of the 
royal Scythians. Hence it should be in¬ 
ferred that Chaldea was the original abode 

1 AiHara-ko^ 2 Bhagavata,v, 20, 
it U said that Garu^a lived upon the Ssimali 
tree {Bombax Maiabari^m) which gave ic$ name 
to the division called Ssioiala-dvipa. 

3 P., Cb. 8$. 4 Strabo, bk. xiv, ch, 

1 , 24. 5 Raw]>nson*s IleroJotvs, Bk. iv, ch. 6. 

4 
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at leaat of tbe Su and other kindred tribeo 
of Scythians, and that they were obhg;ed 
to emigrate to the east of the Caspian Sea, 
most probably on account of the growing 
powers of the Semitic race, as is re¬ 
presented by the story of Garada having 
earned his deformed brother Arui>a on hie ^ 
back to the east across the Sea^. Garuda 
was a Chaldean or a ^Tesopotamian fix:^rn his 
mother's side; this accounts for his and 
his broth\^r Aruba’s early couYsrslon to the ^ 
Aryan or Mitliralc religion. From the 
cuQceiform Inscriptions of Boghaz-Keui 
and Tel-sl-Amarna it appears that the 
Mitannians or Hittites of North ero Meso¬ 
potamia worshipped Mithra and VaruQa ^ 
so far back as 1500 b.c,^ The Iracdan 
Mitbra and the Tedic Mitra being tbe Sun- 
god. it is very probable that Mitanni 

1 Mbk., Ad!, ch. 24. vs. 3^4. 

2 Contin^rary R 9 vmv> December, 1921, p. 

767 ; Havell's History of ike Ary<jn RuU in India, \ 

?■ 41. 4 


4 



I iny 

RASlTALA OR T>)£ $f 

w&s thd ^'MitnbTaoa" of the Bharl^ya 
FarSiQA'. 

It )8 remarkable that almost all the 
geo eric aamae of tbe aerpente ia Sanekrlt 
have been derived from the general and 
tribal names of the Huns and atber Tuxa* 


niaa races, ae is a coiruptioa of 

HiuQg>QU* the original Dame of the Huns; 


Sanskrit 
names of 


sarpa corresponds to the tribal 
Darae of iSartos^a or Sarwya^; 


serpents are 
almost all 
Hunnic * 


Xh'oga to the Viffurs*, who 
were the anoeetors of the XJa- 


names : begs. The word ^raga oould 

Nl^gas and ^ possibly 

other names. “ ■' 

derived from the Uroga, as 


the Ugric tribee were called after the 
dismemberment of Attila’e Honnic empire 
in 462 A.Ti; becauae the word existed before 


1 BhOvx^a P.y I, 72j 4« 

2 JBBRAS.y voi. xxiv, p. 544* 

% Tod's RlfaHklfiy vol. I, ch, p, p- IC4. 

4 Mai MB liar's ScUnu ^Lanptazf, vol. i> 
0 . 343.' ' 

i 
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or DSsa c orrespondj; with the IrAoiaa 
Dii&hu. 

Phdni is derived from- the tvord Patti, 
the name of a trib^ mentiooed in the {tg* 
vedsj^.wbioh livedVela on the bank of 
the river Vaafi. It should, however, he meo' 
tioned that Mr. NagendraNath 
deri^d *0 ^*8 Fai6i/a’’kaif4a states 

from Pani. 0 Q 8 place that the Pa^ia 

were a branch of the Az^an 
race,* and 'in another pdaoe that *‘the 
Pahie coidd not have beeo non-Aryans» 
bhitthey were ^yat or jlryalhavapanna” 
{endowed with the oharacteristics of Aryaa)** 
He further says that they were traders, 
ftnd lived in India; from India they 
went and founded the country known by 
the name of Phcenioia. Following Ysska, 


1 X, loS, I ; Max Mger's SeiMcf 

cf Languagt, vd. 1; p. Jio. • ' • 

2 Voi^a-A3x^, P* & < . 

3 ldui.,p.T^. ' 


9 
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he derives from the word “Ponik” 

(Phmnik), by which term the Pbceoicianfl 

were known to the Greeks and Germaue, 

and he further' developed it into 'VaiAik* 

i.e. the Vai^ya olaee of India. ^ 

Mr. Vasu has made many aeeumpdous 

•and his conolasious are not warranted by 

(aota. He says that the Pa^ls were AryaiM^ 

though in the Egveda they are 

Pwjis werea called DSeas or Dasyua* Says* 
non-Aryan , ^ 

tribe. 9&oSry» and MahZdbara, whom 

he lias himself qdoted, describe 

then I as robbers and Asuras, that is as a 

con-Aryan race.® Aocordbg to Mr. Vasu's 

own statement the BbSgavata has mention^ 

ed them along with the Daltyas, Dsnavas, 


r |>p. 12,1^ 2 ^gwda, vii, 6, 3. 

3 paradravy&ir vy&vaharant% H 

/^tf7kiy<»'/«r3V'—Mahidh are’s commentary 

the Vofosimfifir^rrJtiti i S9t Vatyith 

p. 7 ; SByana’s commentary on the .Rr 
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rad other inhabltaots of Rasatala.^ It wi!^ 
be observed also that in the same PurS^a 
tha word PaijLi ^'has been used as a syooDym 
for a thief, and Sridliara, the oommentator 
of the BbSgaTata, refers to the PaQis as 
** V|!|alas ^ or Sodras, aii<l not as Vai^iks or 
Vajsyas,® Professor Max Mhller and Dr. 
MaodoDel), whom Mr. Yaeu has oited as hie 
authorities in ooaueotlon with other matters 
on this subject, call them demons,^ and Dr. 
MacdoQsll even goes so far aa to say that 
the place called Vala on the Ras^, where 
the Fanis kept the oowa concealed, hae 
been personified into a demon (Asnra).^ Mr. 
Vasn admits that the Fanis Hred on the 

2 Vaikyd-ka'Q^^, p. 7, citing BiSgavaga, W, 
24, 3 incorrectly ; see BkSgavaiA^ v, ch. 24. 

2 BkAgavata, v, ch, 9; see Sridhara's com- 
raentaries on verses xx and 15 of the aforesaid 
chapter. 

j Max Muller's Sekncs ^ Languagi, vol. 1 [, 
p. 51a 

4 Macdonclt's Hist^ty Banskrit Lidratun, 
p. 114 ; see also BkSgghata, v, ch. 24, 
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bftuk of the rirer HaeS, which haa been 
identified by Br. Geiger with Raftgha of 
the Vendidad. Dre. Seitb end MacdoneU 
have identified the river with the Jaxavtee.* 
In feet Rae& appears to be a variant, or 
rather a corrupted form of Araxes which, 
according to Herodotue* and Strabo,^ 
followed through the country of the Mae* 
aagetie, or in other words, ib has been 
correctly identified with the Jaxartee, That 
being so, ib must be presumed that the 
Pa^^8, who lived on the bank of the Raa 5 , 
were a tribe of the Huns, i. e, they w©r& 
non-Aryans as stated by SSyaua, Mahldhara 
au<l the BhScjavata. The SaramS story in 
tile Sg-veda further proves that the Paijia 
never heal’d bhe name of Indra* ,* they asked 

1 Vgdu Index 0/ Nmnes and Sul^jtcts, vol. IT, 
p- 309 j Sacred Boohs ef the East, vof, IV, p, 3, 

2 RawHofion's Herodottis, fak. I, ch. ®oi in vol. 
h p-103. 

3 Hamilton and Falconer’s Strabo, blr. -XI^ 
cb. vili, 6 in vol, U, p. 217, 

4 ^'Vida, X, loS, 3. 
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6aramS, **WbAt kiad of man » Indra, 0 
SaraolS V Had they been Aryans they 
woald not hare oertainiy displayed such 
igaorsDoe about Indra, and it faitbei 
'Appears that ‘‘the land of the Fastis does 
not eeeni to have fallen within the juris- 
•diction of the ruler of Di?,” in other words, 
they lived outside the Aryan country, and 
this is corroborated by 5 ; *?raivSarara5, 
here are the oowa in whose quest thou ai*t 
running down to the eadt of and 

it also appears from verses 10 and LI ^at 
the Pa^is were on the outskirts of the Aryan 
oountry at the time, and therefore S^amS 
advise<l them, Pai^is, remove yourselves 
further henoe.*^ Moreover, Davl- 

BbSgavata distinctly states that the Paoie 
hved in the sixth sphere called RasStale.^ 

I vol. XX, pp. 247, SMS—rAr« 

imtresting Vedlc Hytnns by JUjSVam : /«S giva 
Saramt yi aschha pari Divo antana snbhas^ 
patanii. 

7 Ibid., XX, p. 246. 

3 Deol-Bhlgovaia, pt. 8,'ch- 2C. 
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It is often loea^oned that one of their 
ieadere was and he va described by 

Vt. Maodonell as a ‘ 9118861 ^* or “scowher/’^ 
that is, he possessed all the oharacteiistios * 
of a Nftga or serpent which hisses and 
throws out fiaraes from its mouth as des¬ 
cribed in Buddhist works.* Ketu, another 
leader, is well known to have had the form 
of a snake. The leaders of the Pa^is, there-' 
fore, were N^kgas. The Pasjis were constant¬ 
ly at war with the Aryans, not because 
the priestly class of the latter stole their 
eows, as it has been smd,^ but beoanse the 
Padis themaelres stole the cows of the 
Aryans, whfoh to the agricultural people 
formed ^e most vahjable proper^. Had 
they been Aryan theniatlyks, rtdy ^uld 


1 Dr. Macdoneir^ History of Sanskrit Litera- 
iurs, p. 214. 

9 Watters* Yuan Ckwan^s Travtls it Tfsdia, 
S, pk »|3 ; Vint^ Pita^ vol. I,' ppr 94-35 ; 
SvrSpan^fitaka tn Cowell's Ja^skor vok 1,'k. so6» 

3 Va^ya~MSnda,p^ If,rtS* 
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nofchav© certaioly don© «o. It has b«©n 
farther stated that the Fa^is tended cows 
aDdhoraee, and were traders,* The Soythio 
tribes were nomadic hordes ; they did not 
lire in booses and towos^, and what Hero¬ 
dotus says regarding the Massage to apphea 
to the Pania also ‘‘they sow no grain, 
but live on their herds and op fish, of which 
there is great plenty in tlie Araxes. Milk 
is what they tilefly drink/’® The Scythio 
tribes knew the art of getting inoreaeed milk 
by artificial meane and the id ares* milk 
constituted their chief article of food*. By 
the mistaken application of the Aryan root 
to the Turanian word Pam, it haa 
been sou^t to deduce that the Panis were 
traders in the modern eigoifioation of the 
word, and to evolve the word Fopife out of 


1 p. 8. 

>\/,^A4^',IV,p.5S5- 
S ; Rdwlifison’s Herodotus, vol. I, p. 109 ;Yuie's 
Meiroo F^t voL 1 , 252. ■; 

4 Httodotus, bk. IV, 2 in vol. I, p, 287. 



FASSTALA OR THB UNDBR^WORLD 6l 

the TuraDiaB word i^cww, thoagb we can 
understand that froTn the Aryan root Paipa 
the Aryan word is derived. Hille' 

brandt says that by Pa^i8 ''a real tribe is 
meant, the Paraiaos of Strabo^ and that 
they were aeeociated with the Dahs (Dasa)*-. 
Aocording to Strabo, the Parkis were a 
nomadic tribe which lived on the bank of the 
Ochns, a tributary of the Ozus, and belonged 
to the well known tribe of Scythians called 
“Dabs© Soyth»” after whose name Central 
Asia was called D&hinam Dakhyun&m, *'the 
country of the Daha*’®. Pani, therefore, is 
evidently a corruption like all Sanskrit 
names of NSgas, of the Turanian word Parni 
or its variant Paiji. Mr. Vasu with a glow 
of patriotic feeling exnlts over the fact that 


1 Vedic Index of Nainee and Subjects, vol. I, 
PP' 357» 359* 472 ; J^-Veda, vii, 6, 3 , where Pa^is 
and Dasyus are mentioned together. 

2 Hamilton and Falconer’s Strabo, bk. XI, cb. 
vii,, I; ch. vlii, Z; ch. ix, 2} Farvardin Yasf 
(XIl[), 144. \i\ S. Bt B.y vol. xxiii. 
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the Vftvks went from lodift to Sjrlft and 
founded a colony in Phceoicia whioh ahed 
such brilliants losture upon Assyria, Babylon, 
Greaoe, eto, by its (nTilLaation*. But Hero¬ 
dotus says, ‘‘This nation {the Phcenieians), 
.aocordrog to their own account, dwelt 
anciently upon the Erythraan Sea, but, 
crossing thence, fixed therasekea on the sea- 
coast of Syria, where they still inhabit. 
This part of Syria, and all the region 
extending from hence to Egypt, is known 
by the nacne of Palestine'*^. The .Encych- 
pcsdia Britannica also says that they origin- 
jdly lived on the Erythr^an Sea and they 
settled along the Syrian coast. It further 
states, ‘‘the PhcenitiaQS were an early . 
offshoot from the Semitic stock, and belong¬ 
ed to the Cansanite branch of it.,..They 
called themselves Canaanites and their land 
Canaan ; elichls their name in the Amarna 

!■: Vatkjta^^tda, p, 14. 

• s ■ Riwlitnon'i bk. Vlf, ch. dp in 

vol. ii, p. 15?* ' 
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tablets, Kinabhi aod Kinahni*.’^ It ta 
therefore clear that the PhceDirfaDs li^ed 
OD the BrTtbneaa Sea, which do dint 
of argnment can be construed to mean India 
or any part of India; it meant either the 
Red Sea or the Persian Gulf«, usually the 
latter. They belonged to the Semitic etook 
and to the Canaanite braaoh of it, and their 
langnage is called Northern Semitic^ Hence 
the “TbmA'’ (Phcenicians) were not an 
offshoot of the Paa^is of the Rg-Ve,ia, who 
were Turanians, nor of the Vadiks of India, 
who are Aryans. It is possible that like 
other Scythic tribes, the Pai^is might have 

I Entydopmdia BritannUa (iithed.), vol XXI 
P‘ 449 - 

« McCrindle's Coptmera and AravigBUon 
iheEmhraan Sta, pp. j, 309 note. ^Slmala^iTtpa 
orChaldia (or Assyria), according totheVarSha 
Puraoa (ci). 89) ;tras bounded by Ghfta Samudra 
or Sea of Ghyta (or clarified blitter); Ghrta Sea U'* 
a corruption of Erythraan Sea or Sea of *Erythfaa. ' 

3 History Sanfkrii LiUpatura 

p. 16 , 
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inv&ded India and founded settlemenU in (he 
Banjab and other places, but that does not 
prove that they were the original inliabitante 
•of India, as it has been sought to make out.^ 
Mr. Yasu’s statement that the word Pani 
(cheese) is derived from the name of the 
Fai^ie^ is as absurd as the word dahi (ourd) 
is derived from that of the Dabse, to which 
tribe the Fa^is belonged. Tbs word Phat^ 
and not the word Pbaoik (Fonik*), is 
■derived from the word and PUctifi 

means a NSga as the Huns were called in 
ancient times^ and the Pai^is lived in 
EasStala or the valley of the Jasartee. 

It wilt be seen therefore that ail the 
generic names of serpents have been derived 
mostly from the tribal or generic names 
of the Huns. Though the words Nfiga, 


1 Vaihra^and^, pp. 14, ip. 

2 yaiSiya-MSxi 4 **> p- Pa»ir is a Persian 

word, though derived from the common Sanskrit 
words .(Payas—miik) and MV (nfras water) 

meaning milk without water. 
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Uraga, Sarpa, Ahi, etc, appear to be very 
common words iu Sanskrit, 
they were originally non- 
Aryan words absorbed in the 
Sanskrit language long before 
grammar as a solenoe came into 
existence in its present form. 
The sly, deceitfiil and treacher¬ 
ous character of the barbarous hordes of 


Names of 
serpents in 
Sanskrit 
were borrow¬ 
ed mostly 
from the 
Turanian 
language. 


Huns, who frequently attacked aud subjected 
the Aryaoa to oraelties and oppressions in 
those very remote times when they were 
living iu Ariaua, must have led the latter to 
apply their names to the serpents which 


resembled them in character and nature of 
their workThere cannot be any doubt 
that the original conception about these 
barbarous hordes waa such, though by the 
lapse of time these Hunuio tribes by com¬ 
ing into frequent contact with Aryan 
OirilisatioD, imbibed some form of religion 

r See Conolly^s /ourney io tfu North of India, 
vol. If chs. vi-viii. 
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fro£D the Aryans and became tbeir allies, for, 
during the Stitra period we fiad the Nsgas 
ioTested with all the characters oi deal' 
gods, though still imagined as retaining their 
aacient form of serpente, and a day called 
NSga Paficamf has been set apart as being 
sacred to them ^, when ManasS, the sister 
of VSsuki, and other NSgas are worshipped 
in Tarious parts of India. 

^kadrlpa, generally known as Scythia, 
is a geographical conception, where^ under 
the name of HaaStala, the Fur%^as and 
other ancient Hindu works gi^e 
ethnological description of 
graphical ^he same region. Herodotus 
and Strabo, under the compre- 
hensive name of Scythians, iu' 
eluded in it all the Hunnic tribes known as 
Mongolio or Turkic *. The Persians use 

1 Gf'kye 8 ^fra,u\, 4, i-,,V«dic 
Jnd 4 x<^ andBubjHis, vol. I, p. 440 ; Voraha 
P., ch. 24. 

2 Max Muller’s Sdanee of Languagt^ vol. I, 
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the word Sahs for the Scythians through¬ 
out their iDeoripbiotia’. The Indo-Aryans 
also use the word $aha as a general name 
for the. Scythians and the Hung ; while 
deaoribing fekadnpa they call its inhabitants 
Sakaa, and while describing RasStala they 
call them Nsgas; in their later works* 
and inscriptions, we find that the Huns are 
called Ho^as. They were called by different 
names by different nations of Europe and 
Asia. They were the Scythians of the 
Romans, the Sace of the Greeks, the Epht- 
alites or White Huns of the Byzantines, 
and Yue-ohls of the Chinese*. According 
to the Mahabharata* Sskadvipa was sur¬ 
rounded by E^Ira SSgara or the Sea of 
K|lra (or Inspissated milk) which is evident* 

fk. 361 ; Htfodotusy\>k. IV, 1-7 ; Strabo^ bk, XI, 
ch. vi. 

t RawUnson's Herodotus, vol. ii, p. 146 note. 

2 Raghuvot^a, IV, v. 63. 

3 Vambery's History of Bokhara, p.ii. 

4 Mahihhlrata, Bhl^ma, ch. 11. 
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ly a cormptioa of the “Sea ofShirwan’, 
88 6be Caspian Sea was called. 

It appears that Airyana-Taejo or Iran- 
vej was origmally bounded on the north by 
the river—Araxes or Arr&s, on the east 
by the Turanian countries* iu’ 
Ariana. eluding Caspium and Hyroania 
the countries of the Daityas and 
Dsnavas and other descendents of Ka^yapa* 
and also by Sskadvlpa or Scythia—the 
conntry of the N&gaa; and on the west by 
^ftlmala-dvtpa or Chal-dia, the Babylonian 
or Assyrian empire, the country of the 
Asnras or Assyrians who belonged to the 
Semitic race. The Aryans were frequently 
subjected to the inroads and oppressions of 
barbarous races by whom they were sur¬ 
rounded, and it is very likely that they 
lived in s constant state of warfare with 
their Tnranian neighbours, who robbed 
them of their cattle, so necessary for 

I Sjf Henry-Yule's 3 farca Pole, voL I, p. 59 
note. . 
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agricultore, their only means of livelihood^ 
as their very name Arya, meaning “on© 
who ploughs or tills,*’ seems to indioa^e. 
Professor Max Miller says, “The Ary ana 
would seem to have chosen this name for 
themselves as opposed to the no mad io races, 
the Turaniaos, whose original name 
implies the swiftness of the horse aao.*’^ 
The Aryans, however, gradually extended 
their territory, both to the north and to 
the east, by means of conquest and brought 
most of the Soythio tribes to their sobjeo* 
tion ; and long before the Indo-Aryans 
migrated to Hapta Hendu^, the Sapta^ 
Sindhu of the ^g-Veda^, and settled in the 
Panjab, their country had extended towards 
the east to the north of the Hindukush up 
to the sources of the Oxue and the Jaxartes. 

y Max Muller^s Scienes of Language, vol. i, 
pp. 277, 334; S.B.E., vol. xxi, Intro., p. xxt 

2 Vendidad, ch. t, S. B. E., voL iv, p. 2. 

3 iv, 28 ; Max Muller's Hymns of 
ihi ^‘Veda, p. 2S& 
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Tb« story of Bali sad Vamsas, an incarca- 
tion of Vis^u, whicli haa ila germ in the 
Jlg-Veda, where Vj§ni*^ taken 
three steps and in the Satapatha BcSh- 
mafta® where Vi^u ia described as a dwarf, 
confirms this fact as Ball was confined in 
Sutals, ore of the se'^en spheres of RasS* 
tala, under the surveiliance of NSgas,* 
which indicates tliatthey bad by ithat time 
become the allies of the Aryans and had 
been brought under their civilising influ¬ 
ence. It is also mentioned in the R&mfi- 
ya^a* that from Yaru^a’s house in Basfttala, 
Havana went to Ball's house and it should 
be home in mind that in the division of 
the world VaruQa had beeu aseigned l^e 
kingdoQi of the wsst^ so Ras&tala must 
have been a country situated on the west. 

I 1,23, i;. 

3 . &^fA^tia’BrSAmapi, XW, 1,1,6; i,2,$,S' 

3 Httrhmnia, ch. 262. 

4 RhrtSy&isa, Utta%*kS 9 da> cbs. 23, 24. 

5 Harivam^, ch. 262. 
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It rUo appears &om the SaramS Hymn‘ 
that the boundary of the Aryan coantiy 
extended to the north as far as the rtrer 
BasS or the Jaxartes, whioK at the time 
of the mvaaion of Alexander the G-reat al&o 
formed the boundary between the Persian 
empire and the barbarous SoythUu tribes^. 

We can very well conceive that the 
habits, manners, and customs of the Scy¬ 
thians, at least of those who lived in the 
country washed by the Oxns 

Region anj Jaxartea, underwent a 
of Scythic 

tribes. ooiieideraDie change by commg 

into contact with their civilised 
Aryan conquerors. In course of time these 
Hunnic tribes became so much amalgamated 
with the Aryans that they gave up th^r 
nomadic habits, settled in towns, dwelt in 
houses and worshipped the Aryan gods^. 

1 .Rr-K/dij, X, 108, 5. 

2 McCriodle's Invasion qf India by Alexander 
the Greaiy p. 40 ; Strabo, xv, u, 8. 

j Max Mailer’s Science of Language^ voJ. 1, 
p. 282. 



72 RASiTALA OR THE UNDER-WOfttJ> 

In very early timea the religion of the 
H«ds was a sort of MazdaUm {Maga- 
dk<ema of the Bbavi^ya PurSi^ that ja ttie 
religion of the Magii), or, in other words, 
a ^rro of Mifchraiero, loog before the advent 
of Zoroaster^, the Asura Jaruthas 
of the ^tig'Veda*, his full name being Zara- 
thustra Spitama. It should be remarked 
that though Zoroaster vae bom in Bagh 
(modern Rae) in Media, or rather in Media 
Atropateoe or Azerbijan^, yet the scene of 
bis religious activities has principally been 
placed in Bactria, especially in the court of 
Vitasa (Tiehtaspa) or Gustasp, a king of the 
Bactfian dynasty of Eavja between the 
aixth and tenth centaries before the Chris¬ 
tian era. Hence their subssc^aent religion 
must have been pare ZoroastrianUm. Fire 

I JBBRAS., vol xxiv, p. 567; Bnmes’ 
Travels inU Bohkafa, vol- 111 , p. 228, 

^ 9 ^V€Ja;Ml, vn 9, 6 ; x, 80, 3. 

3 S^.B^ voK ir, Intro., p. xMii ;^Rawlinson's 
Seotnth Great Oriental p. 2^ 
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WRs the syrabol of the Sun, and fire was the 
ioatrumental raediuni, by which offerings 
of worshippers were conveyed to heaven. 
The Pur5Q.AB, therefore, describe the Sakas 
as Sun-worshippers,* and according to the 
Bhaviiya Parai>a, Sun-worship was infcro-» 
duoed into India by Ssmba, son of 
from Sskadvipa or Scythia* and by worship¬ 
ping the god he was cured of leprosy. 
It is therefore no wonder that the Hindus 
should endow the Hunnlc tribes in the 
valley of the Oxua with semi divine power. 
It is sa id in the VSyu Pur&^a that the 
SuDjj.d.the Moon were formerly the gods 
of bhe.Asuras and that now they have been 
included among Saras or Aryan gcds^. 


l Agni Pura^o^a, ch. l Ip:— 

AfagS MagadhaniZfiasya Mandgd,H ca dvifataya}^, 
Yajanti S^tyar^av^ *u ^kah Kg%raddhina- 

vrfaK (2J)- 

3 BMavi^yn PurA'^a, Brahma, chs. 71-74. > 
Brahma P., pt. I, ch. 140. 

% Vtyu Purat>a, ch. 68, v. 12 
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It 19 very probable that the Aveatic and 
Babylonian 'Mithra’ (Mitb-iU) and the 
Vedic ‘Mitra’ (Mit-Ra) and also the Ayee- 
tic word 'Athro’ the god of fire, and the 
•corresponding Vedic ^vord ‘Rudra’ (Rnd-Ba) 
the “crying Sun’* called Aditya or Siva^ 
whose form is Fire which is the symbol 
of* the Sun, ('Sa* in Sanskrit, meaning 
Fire), are the later developments of the 
‘iSa’ the Sun-god of the ancient Egyp¬ 
tians. Siva, the later form of Eadra, has 
a serpent crest like that of called 
I/raou3 in andent Egypt as a eymbol of 
majesty, holding a tridentin his hand like 
the rod of Ra ; the hull Nandi also ia aa 
aacred to him as the bull Apis was to Ra 
•(Osiris). Rndra therefore appears also to 
have been originally an Aeura god like the 

^raMo ^Udkai caiva SUrySfa/ui^Mtktiav ubhau, 
AsurS^^&m Surav giau Suro'^Sm sUnpratlv hnt. 

i K^rmc^ Purof^, pt L ch. lo ; Brahmi^^ 

P.,. 28, V. 20. ^ 

3 Pg-VfSa, i, 27, 10; yi/sa, r ; 1,98, 2. 
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Sun and the Moon as stated in the VSyu 
ParSiia. Siva was worshipped as H5take4- 
7ara MahSdeva in PstSla*. Bat it cannot 
be affirmed definitely whether the Egyp¬ 
tian or the Chaldian oivilisatloD is the 
earlier of the two until the exploration 
at Ur and the neighbouring towns Tel-el- 
Obeid and Eridu U completed. Accordicig 
to the Tel-el-Amsrna tablets poiitioal 
marriage between Egypt and Ohaldia 

were of frequent occurrence, which must 
tare affected the religious systems of both 
the countries. There is, however, no reaaoQ- 
able ground for holding in the absenoe 
of any strong evidence that Aryan civilisa¬ 
tion was later than that of Ohaldia or 
^ has been asserted by some. 
The temple of the Moon at the mound of 
Mugheir, which marks the site of Ur of the 
'Chaldees (OhaldiaDs) of the Bible, appears 
to be the oldest temple in the world, oco- 
isdniog an inscription dated 2630 b. p.> and 


I ch. 8. 
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a wall of tte Second Dynasty of the early 
Sumerian period (g600 B. a). The Devl- 
BhSgATata says that the people of Sslmala' 
dvipa were worshippers of the Moon god. 
Besides the temple of the Moon-god Nanna 
or Sin at Ur, temple of the Suii*god Sha- 
mash existed at Larsam and Sippara, and 
also a temple of the Water-god Ea existed 
at the mound of Abu Sharain or Eridu, 
twelve miles south-west of Ur, all these 
temples were in Southern Ohaldia near the 
Euphrates*. But the words Sin, Natina, 
and Urki, by which Moon-god is known at 
Ur,* have no affinity with the Avesfcio 

1 Dnl'B/iS^vaia, pt. 8 , ch. 12 \ Bkag-avafa, 
V, ch. 20. Maspero's Dawn of CivilisatioH i Egypt 
and Chaidtta, pp. 561, 648 , 6$o. Mr. Wooley, 
who is now excavating the temple at Ur, calls it 
by the name of '«Tbe temple of Nanna, the 
Moon-god”. The Sumerians wert a branch of the 
Turanian race. <JASB., J 909 , p, 41 S). The original 

V iithabitMts of Asaytia and Babylon were Tura- 
< niana, 

I 

2 Maspero, op. cit., p. 654 ^ 
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MSo, or the Sanskrit Msh or Soma, though 
the Chaldiaa 'Inza' closely reaembleg the 
Sanskrit 'loda’i neither does Sham ash 
resemble the Aveatio Mithra or Vedic 
Ultra, nor Ea the Babylonian XJm-w-na or 
V^edio Varuija, But these are questions of 
comparative religion which have not yet 
been decided. MafeS-rakkhita was sent to 
the Yona country, and missionaries from 
Tibet were also eent to convert the Tura¬ 
nians into Buddhism ; at present the Tara- 
nians of Oentral Asia have adopted the 
faith of Islam®. Ea^yapa is said to have 
been the progenitor of the gods, daityas, 
d&navas, seipents, beasts, birds, yakpas, 
rSk^asas and other living beings by different 
wives.^ Ho is perhaps the same 
* as Colaxais, the ancestor oi the 
royal Scythians, as stated be- 
iore. Ka^yapa had thirteen wives ; VinatS 

1 Maspero, <»/ at., pp. 6 $?, 638. 

2 Tumour^s MaAaaarua, ch. xii; Vambery's 
Hislory cf Bokhara, p. 14 - 

3 Padifta PufS^ kh., ch. 0. 
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aod TaiurS w$rd the others of the birds* 

Eadiil and SurasS of the NSgas (HiuQg'DU) 
or serpents; Surabbi and Krodharsa^ of 
iAit beasts: Diti and Danu of the Daityaa 
and DSnaTas ; IrS of the trees and plants ; 

Khas& of the Yak|as and BSk^asas ; A.ri 9 ^ 
of the Kinnaras and Gandharvas ; ^uni j 

of the Munis and Apsarases^ and Aditi of 
tbe gods. We have already stated that 
Garuda the son of VinatS, was also called 
^Imall, from the faot of his being an inhabi¬ 
tant of Silmala-dvipa or Chal-diSf which 
is, very significant. His mother VinatS 
wan evidently an inhabitant of SSlmala- 
dvlpa and she perhaps represents the coun¬ 
try of BiMnas, the anolent name of Van— I 
the VanSyu of the Parfinas, which now 
appertains to Armenia. 'KadrQ* represents 
Earduchi or Kurdistan, a country situated 
on tbe eastern side of the Tigris. Many of 
the Arabs still believe that the Kurds are 
Turanians, though they are now all Maho- 
medans. In fact, the MahSbhSrata places 
the whole scene of the qaarral between ^ 
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ViQatS aod Kadrd on fehe westero sida of 
the Caspian Sea. TSmrS, the mother of 
the birdSf used raetaphorioally to denote 
some Taranian tribes distinguished for the* 
fleetnees of their horses, represents Them-' 
ara, an aooieat town on the Tigris in 
Mesopotamia on the present site of £ut'dl>* 
Ara ara Surabbi, the mother of the cattle^ 
that is, of those nomadic tribes which 
tended cattle, sheep and horses and lived 
on their milk, represents the country of the 
Khoraami or Kharism, modern Khiva, on 
the north-eastern side of the Caspian Sea. 
Krodhava^, the mother of the beasts with 
sharp teeth and claws, by which is meant- 
those non-Ary an tribes which could attack 
their enemies and defend themselves from 
them when attacked represents Kardnnias 

I It appears that in early times Thamsra was 
a cDcnmcn name of ladies in this part of the coun¬ 
try. A reigning queen of Geotg e^en in the- 
22fh century a. d, was named Tlumara {As% Rgo., 
1923, p. 675 > 
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or Babylonia,^ Tbe word beaet perhaps 
refers to the barbarous wolf-folk race of 
Num-Ms or Babyloola.® Ditl represents 
the couotryofthe Kaspii, which extended 
to the riyer Dsitya, the Avestio name of 
the riyer Araxes of Armenia, or the modern 
Aras.* Danu represents a country or 
province situated on the river Udon (the 
modem Kama) oothe north of Albania in 
Sarmatia which was also the country of Sara* 
mft. It falls on the western side of the Oas' 
pian Sea. Perhaps the DSnus or BSnavas 
have given their name to the river Don. 
Suras^ represents a oonntry situated on 
river Cyrus, the modern £ur which after 
the flowing tbroQgh Georgia, falls on the 
western side of the Caspian Sea; it divi- 

1 Maspero's Pasting of ths Smpim, pp. 140, 
141. 

2 H. R. HalKs Anaenf History of the Nsar 
Bast, p 200. 

3 Strabo, bk. xi, cb. iv, d; xiii, 6 ; xiv, 3, 4 ; 
-ii, 15 ; S 3 B., vol. iv, pp 4, 5. 
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<3e5 Albania from Arraeoia. IrS represents 
A country on the river Rha or the modern 
Volga, which falls on the north-western side 
of the Caspian Sea. She is said to have 
been the mother of trees and plants, evident¬ 
ly meaning nomadio tribes who had no 
house but lived in forests and jungles. 
Khasa represents a country on the Araxee 
of Scythia or the Jaxartes, in fact, the 
word KhasS is a corruption of Arasea. 
'Arista,® the mother of the Kinnaras or 
Eimmerii, who originally lived on the 
Caucaaus, perhaps represents the tJst tTrt 
plateau between the Caspian Sea and the 
Sea of Aral The word Ari?t5 is a transposi¬ 
tion and corruption of the word Ust 
evidently a variation of Ura Vrfu meaning 
a ••hiffhland\^ Mnm, the mother of the 
Munis and Apsarasas, represents the 
country of Mannai, called also Mannu, 
which formerly did not appertain to the 

I Sno'cUpadta of Riligion and Ethics, vol 
P* S' V. Armenia. 
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Juagdom of V&o or Armenia. Mannai was 
situated on the northern and eastern sides 
of Lake Uramiab, the ancient name of 
which was Kapauta or Spanta Lake 
which formerly appertained to 
Armenia. The iohabitants of the country 
were called Mannai or Minni^, the Munis of 
the Padtna Par&na; and perhaps, the word 
Afsaroi is an abbreviation or corruption 
of Spauta Sara as probably the female 
inhabitants of Mannai were called. The 
name of Aditi, the mother of the Aryan 
gods Aditya, etc.,^ is a negative term used 
in oontradistinotioQ to Diti, the mother of 
the Daityas and Aditi was designed as a 

1 Hld&pttQ's Passing 0 /ihs Empirts, pp. 55, 
6 :, 82a 

2 The word Idi/ya Is not derived from Aditi; 
sec VarSka P., ch, 26; being iditya's mother 
she was perhaps called Aditi. Prof. Max Muller 
also says, “AdftI is not a prominent deity In the 
Veda. She is celebrated rather in her sons the 
Adityas than in ber own person" (^Vida iWip- 
ArVS, vol. I, p. 231). 
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CQOther of thd gods, because Aditya or 
Mithra, the Sun, os also the Moon were, as 
stated before, non*Aryan gods accepted as 
gods by the Aryans. Aditi, howeyer, does 
not represent any country. It will be 
observed therefore that most of the tribes, 
which belonged to the Turanian race, dwelt 
origbally on the western side of the Caspian 
Sea, and that almost all the names of Ka^ya' 
pa's wives represent the countries or tbeir 
principal features, specially the rivers of the 
countries in which they lived. It will be 
borne in mind that these were notns*^ 
die tribes and dwelt on the banks of rivers 
for watering their cattle and for catching 
fish which was one of tbeir staple food. 
From the story in the MahfibhSrata that 
Garuda represented the Su tribe and carried 
his brother Arnica from tbe wes^rn to 
the eastern side of tbe Caspian Sea, it 
appears that many of theHuonio tribes, who 
dwelt on the western aide of tbe Caspian 
Sea» must have migrated to its eaatem ajde, 
not only on account of the growing power. 
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of the Semitic nstiona, bat also for finding 
food for themaelvee and fodder for their 
cattle. In other words, they migrated 
from the Atala sphere to Satala, Vitaia 
and other spheres, that is, from Sslmala and 
Koia-drlpae to Sska- and other dvipas or 
diviaiona of Central Asia. We do not know 
whether the Cbaldian theogony is older 
than that of the Aryans, but it aeetna that 
the conception of PrajSpati Dakas, whose 
daughters were married to KaSyapa, is a 
derelopment of some of the attributes of the 
Cbaldian god Marodaob, the eon of Ea, cor¬ 
responding to the supreme Vedio deity 
Vanina, who was entrusted by the other 
goda with the creation of men and beasts.^ 

The story in the MehibhSrata typifi^ 
Turanian migration to the east of the 
Caspiao. 

Besides theNSgas, the other inhabitants 


I See Maspwo’a Daan if CiviliialUn. Eryti 
^nd Chaldcea, p. 54^, ^ 
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of RftsSt&l&j && it appears from the PurS^ias, 
^ere Dsnavas, Daityae, 

biun^*”©!* Tak§as, Sid- 

RasStala. dhas, Gandh&r 7 aa and Em> 
naras, The BrahmSj^a PurSija 
also mentions the aforeeaid tribes as resid- 
ing on the northern side of the Ni$Sda 
Parvata, the Njsa of Arrian and the Paro- 
panifios of Ptolemy, or the Hindukuah 
range. ^ 

The DSoavas were the sons of Kaayapa 
by his wife Dana. Their capital was 
Hiraijyapurs, which was evidently Hyrcania 
near Aatrabad on the eouth- 
Danavas. eastern aide of the Caspian Sea. 

The DSnavas were identical 
with the Dsnua of the A vesta. Hiey 
belenged to the Tutanran race, as they were 
called “Jlsaunaw-JuxaijSm.’’* 

The Daityas were the eons of Eaayapa 

t BraAmS^a P., ch. 44. 
a Farvardin Yast '{x\\x), 38 ; ( 5 . 
xxiii, p 189)- . *' 
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hj hia wife Diti, They appear to be 
Turaoians. The word Daitya is perhaps a 
corruption of Dura6ka6ta men- 
Osityas. tioned in the Aveata aiong 
with the DSoue or DSnaTas: 
“Grant us this. 0 good, most benevolent 
Ardvi Sura AnShita I that we may over- 
cofne the aeaemblers of the Turanian DSnoe, 
Kara Asabans, and Vara Asabana and the 
moat mighty DQra^kaita, in the battles of 
this world.”' Being the descendants of 
KaSyapa, they were most probably the tribe, 
now eifcinet, called by Strabo, ^spii after 
whom the mountain El Bur«, the Durga- 
$aila of the MahSbhSrata,® on the southern 
side of the Caspian Sea, was known (i. e. 
by the name of Mount Kaspios ) If we are 
right in our conclusion that the Daityas 
were the Easpii, then there is every reason 
to beldf that the word daiiya has some 

I l 6 Sn Yafi, Vast Vi 73 {S, £. £., vd. xxiii, 
p. ' 

3 Bhs^ma, ch. ij. 
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connecfcloD with “Che good river daitya'* of 
the Vendidad, as the Araxes of Amenia was 
called at the time of the Sasaanidea,^ 
because the Ksepii, according bo Strabo, 
lived on the banks of that river.® PrahlBde, 
the son of Hirapya-kasipu and grandson of 
Kafiyapa, was a Daitya, and is said to have 
been the king of PStsU, which indicates that 
the countries on the western eide of the 
Caspian Sea were also included in PsUla. ^ 

The A suras have been considered to be 
Assyrians. Long before the Aryans 
emigrated to India, Ariana seems to have 
formed a part of the A ssyriati 
Asuras. empire which was founded by 
Asahur, and the Aryans, who 
remember the oppressions to which they 
were aubjeoted, attached an odiom to their 
name and associated with it all that is 

1 S. S^M>, vol, iv, pp. 4,5. 

2 Strain, bk. XI, <±. iv,€ ; cb. 3cm, 6 j ch' 
9tlv, 3,4 ; and aieo ch. ii, 3 5 * 

3 Irv, cfa. 6 . 
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barbarous, lyranuical aod orual.^ Aashur 
the capital of the Assyiiaos iu 1620 
B. c., and Aashur was the name of their 
national deity. Re?. K, M. Banerjea says 
that the word *Asnra* waa both an ethnic 
appeliatiTd for the Assydan nation and also 
a denominational epithet for the followera 
of Ahura Mazda.* In the early hymne of 
the Rg'Veda^ the term was applied to 
Yaruna as a supreme deity and not as an 
enemy of the gods. The Aeura Bala was 
an Assyrian, and he has been identided with 
Bel or Belus, the successor of Nimrod^ 
whose lofty temple or “Cifcader’ was situ¬ 
ated iu Babylon on the Euphrates.* It 
should also be stated that all the three 
terms Daitya, Dsnava and Asura are pr^ 

z Tw Essays as SuppUmsnts tc (Ms Aryan 
Witness, pp. 20-2S. 

2 Ibid., p, 27. 3. Uid,, pp. 7-9, 

4 Ih'd., p. 26; Htrodatus, bk. i, chs. 181-183 ; 
Strabs, bk, xvi, cti.^ v. ch. 24, > 
Mafshman's BrUf Survey Hisicry, p. $> 
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mboaously applied in the PurSi^ae to one of 
the aforesaid non-Aryan tribes.^ But U ia 
very doubtful that the word asura oould 
have been derived from the Assyria os who 
belonged to the Semitio as we dad 

that it was applied to all the TTunnio tribes 
who belonged to the Turanian stock. It is 
not at all likely that the ancient Aryans, 
who ever in those early times distinguished 
them selves hy their culture and oivilisatioo, 
were unable to make any distinction between 
an Assyrian who belonged to the Semitic 
race and a Hun who belonged to theTursnian 
race. A Hun and an Assyrian must have 
differed widely from each other in their 
physical features, mode of dress, and 
manners and customs.* Neither the word 
ctsura waa used in eontradistlnotion to sura, 
as in latter titnes it has been sought to make 

1 Vans, chs. 170 t; Udyoga, ch, 99; 
VSyu P„ ch. 68, v, 14, 

2 For the physical features and manners, of 
the Turks, see Elphinstone’s History of India^ 
p. 266 note. 
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out, for the word asura is the same as assure* 
4^1 a$shteray the chief Assyrian deity, the 
prototype, according to Rawlinson, of the 
Iranian Ahura Mazda, ^ hence no negative 
meaning can be attached to it, It is, how- 
•ever, very probable that the word Asura, as 
applied to the Turanians, originally meant 
Ajx inhabitant of 0 «>'wiAna. The ancient 
country of Osrushna bordered eastwards on 
Pe^hana, southwards on £6sh, northwards 
on Bjsdj and westwards or sooth-westwards 
on Sogdiana, in short Osmshna was the 
name of the eastern part of Traneoxania, or 
rather of the kingdom of Bokhara, commen¬ 
cing east of Samarkand running np to the 
Tbiensban monntain,, oomprising the 
Juzzok division which is evidently the 
•^Dizek (now Djisaak)" of Vambery, It, 


1 G. Rawlin son’s Fi/iht SUeh, and Sevtntk 

Grtai OrieiUai Menofckiis^ 333 ; Vambery's 
SiUtory a/ Bokhara, Itttro,, pp. xxiii, xxlv. 4 

2 Burne’s 7 mtls into Bokhara^ voL ill, p. I35i 
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WAS therefore a part of Has&tala or the 
yaJley of the Jaxartes. Iq the pre^bistorio 
period the predatory hordes of Huns most 
probably spread themaehes from this region 
to different parte of Oectrel Asia. We can 
therefore very well conceive that from these 
i a habitants of Osruabna or Asuras, as they 
must have been called, their name was 
extended to all the Hnns of Transoziana 
and Turkestan, and in short, to all the 
people who belonged to the Turanian race. 
Barnes also thinks that the lands beyond 
the Jaxartes be aafely fixed as the 

cradle of Scythian, Hun and Tartar 
inroad**. Henoe the Assyrians were oalled 
‘Asura’ as they lived in Assyiia, and the 
Turanians were called ‘Asnra’ as the original 
inhAbitaots of Osruebna. The word Osins 
the name of the principal deity of the 
Egyptians, is perhaps a form of ^ 9 ura. 
The term therefore found the general 
designation of all non-Aryan races and also 

4 Burners Travelt info BoHara,voL iS, p. 222. 
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of the worabippere of Ahura (Asnra) Mazda 
of Iran. 

The Rak^as or Bsksasaa aod the 
Yak^as are said to be the descendaDta of 
Rasyapa by bis wife £has&.^ in 

bis expedition to Kasdtaia, killed Vidyuj* I 
jib 7 a, the husband of hie sister 
RSkaasas SorosnakbS, who is mentioned 

and Yaksas. ^ ^ , 

as a Bftkiaaa.^ The Bsk^sas 
evidently derived their name from the river 
Araxee» on the banks of which they origi* 
nally lived. Most probably their original 
name was Arak^a, but like the Amardi, 
who were called Mardi, a tribe which lived 
on the shore of the Caspian Sea, and like the -i 
Armenians who were called Bama^Iynkas, 
they were called Rak$a instead of Arak^a, 
by the elision of the initial a. They were 
very likely the tribe called Araclioti which 
lived close to the Massaget® and the 

1 Padma P,x Si:^ kb., ch. y : Z/iasa tu ya/tia~ 

rok^r(isi janoyStft&sa j 

2 RamUya'M, UtUrs, ch. 23» 
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Bactrians, mentioned by Strabo. ‘ Araoboti 
is evidently composed of Aralca which is a 
oorruptioQ of Araxea and t% which is a 
contraction of te-U or tie^le mean in g the 
Haas, There can be no doubt that the 
Araxesis the Jazartee, as it flowed through 
the country of the Maasagetw who from 
all accounts lived on the banks of the 
Jaxartes.* Like the Massaget© and other 
Scytbic tribes the Rak^aa ware cannibals.® 
The Bsk^asas are mentioned in the Avesta, 
where it is said ; “Away, do I abjure the 
iDiqnitous of every kiud who act as 
Hak^as aot,”* The Hak^as therefore were 
a Hu uni c tribe, and were Taraniana and 
uot the aborigines of India as have been 

1 Siradfi, bk. xi, ch. viii, S (vol, U, p. 24S). 

2 Ibid., bk. xi, ch. viii, 6 (vol, ii, p, 247) 
Her^tus, bk. I, ch. 201; see also Sa^td Books 
of ski East, vol. iv, p. 3 ; Tod's Rajasthan, vol. I, 
cb. vi. 

i Hamilton and Falconer’s Strabo, vol. I, 

^>464. 

4 Vasna xii in SB.E., vol. xxxi, p. 249. 
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supposed by some vritara. The Yakias 
were a tribe of Bakfas. BSva^f the king 
of the Eak$as, was a step-brother of 
Eubera, the king of the Yak^as.^ Tho 
Ysk^ apparently derived their name from 
Uie Yasartes (Jasartes), on the banks 
of which they lived with the Rakgas. Tho ^ 
Buddhist stories of Blftrita-yak^ioT, who 
devoured the children of ESjsgrha, and 
of Vaknla-yak§a show that the Yakgas 
were also cannibals.* They were prover- • 

bially black, which indicates that they were 
the “black or sun-burn6 Hans of the 
North,** In the Indian folk-lore the Yak§as 
are represented as the guardians of buried 
treasures like the ^Leprechaunwith ^ 
their pot of gold in the fairy tales of Europe. 

1 HamSjfa^, Uttara, ch. 1.3, and see also 

chv 4 for the origination of the names and 

2 See bk, j, 9; Beal’s Rtcerds of 

EasUrn Couai$ntSi vol . t, p. ijo note ; vol, il, 
p. 191. 

3. See/i?j?ita 45 .^ voL Jixiv, p. 563. 
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The St<idhaa, who appear according to the 
BrabmRijda PurSfco®' to hare lived on the 
north of the Nt^Sda or the Hinduknah moua- 

Siddhas undoubtedly the Sy- 

dracseor Ozjdraos mentioned' 
hy Megesthenes and other writers,* who lived 
close to Mount Nyaa, and are said to have* 
been the followers of Bacchus who hag been 
identified with Siva,® They lived most pror 
bably near the souroe of the Oxus- Perhaps a 
colony of this tribe dwelt inthe Punjab near 
Multan at the time of Alexander's invasion 
and were known as ^tldrakas ; they were the 
ally of the MRlavas or Malloi of the Greeks. 

The Gandharvas were not also th» 

^ aborigines of India. Thev 

Gandharvas. . ^ 

represent the Gandariaos men¬ 
tioned by Herodotus^ aud perhaps Gixdha of 

1 Bfahmo^a P., ch. 44. 

2 Straba, bk. xv, ch. i, 8 (toI. iii, p. 76). 

3 McCrindJe's Anciint India as dtscrihid by 
Mtga4th4nts and Arrtan, pin note. 

4, R^wlinson's fTtrsdotus, bk. vii, ch. 66 (vol 
Vi, p. 147). 
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the A vests,^ sod G&dha is syDODymous 
with or Scytbi&o, and $akft » a 

synonym for **a thief who carries off cattle.** 
It is remarkable that in the Behistoa 
inscription {516 b.o.), in the fifth year of 
the reign of Darius, Gadara is mentioned 
among his conquered countries. Gadara 
has been considered to be the same as 
Gdndhftra or Gandharva-de^a.^ It should 
be stated here that the Gandariaos and the 
Dadicse fought under one commander Arty* 
phiua, and not with the Indians under 
Pharnazathres, in the army of Xerxes.^ 
Hence it is very probable that the Gan- 
dbarras were the Gandarian tnbe of Scy* 
tbians. According to Rawlinsou, the Gan- 
darians held Habul and the mountain tract 


1 S 3 .E., vol. xxlil, p. t6i. 

2 See my Geographical Dictionary of Ancient 
and Mediaeval India^t. v. Glndhora. 

3 Herodotus, bk. vii, cha. 65, 66 (voi, ii, pp. 
U 5 . U 7 )- 
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OQ both sides of the Kabul river as far as 
the upper course of the Indus.^ 

The Kiucaras appear to be the Kicamerii 
of Strabo. With regard to this tribe Hero^ 
dotuseays: “The wauderiog Scythians once 
dwelt in Aua, and warred there with the 

♦ Massagetse^ but with little eao- 

innaras. therefor© quitted, 

their hoioee, crossed the Araxes, and enters 
^ ed the land Oitnmeria. For the laud which 
is DOW inhabited by the Scythe was formerly 
the country of tlie Oiiumeiians.*'* They 
must have therefore lived oa the norther a 
ude of the Jasartes. The sculptural re¬ 
presentation of a kinnara is the figure of 

* a bird with the face of a hum an being* 
though it is often deaoribed as having the 
shape of a man with the face of a horse, 
perhaps in conformity with the idea con* 

1 Rawlioson's Pive Grtnl Monarthits of tfu 
AndttU EasUrn Worlds vol. iv, p. 20. 

2 Rawlioson'e Hirodoiut, bk. iv, cb. 33 
(vol. 1, p. apO- 
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Teyed by the term ‘kin nara/ the literal 
meaning of which is “Is this a man V’ As 
the kinnaras were heavenly musioiaQs, the 
fig are of the bird perhaps represents their 
profioienoy in singing, and the face of the 
horse, which represents a bng face, iadi* 
cates their Turkish origin. The Kimmerii 
originally lived on the Caucasus and they 
were considered to be an almost mythical 
race.* They evidently afterwards lived at 
the Ust Urt plateau in Kharizm, and “the 
inhabitants of Kharizm formerly had the 
fame of being proficients in the art of 
music.*'® 

The names of towns, rivers, etc., men¬ 
tioned in the PurS^s confirm that RasStala 

BhogavsM. Sakadvrpa or Scytbii.. In 

the RftmSya^ia* we find the 
names of the'following towns and places: 

i Maspero’s Passing ofth^ Bmpitet, p. 34s. 

3 ConoII/s Jourmy to the North of India, 
vol. I, p. lyg, 

3 RotnSyar^a, Uttara, ch. 23, 
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BhogAVatl, Asma, IhiaQ.liiiAyl, Yaru^^paray 
Bali-Slftya and Kalroda'SSgara. The town 
of Bhogavatr was guarded by Yssuki. Th© 
word Bhogo/tan ia the Sankritbed form 
of B^khdhx mentiouad id the Aveaba^ which 
was the ancient name of Balkb,—the 
Bactria of the Greeks. It was the capital 
of Bactriaoa, which was subTertad by the 
Scythians in 185 B.o.f* and it was called 
Um*ul*BUad, *‘tbe mother of cities." It 
contained formerly many &ne palaces and 
buildings of marble, the ruins of which 
e?asted at the time of Marco Polo in the 
Hth century a.d.® It is said to have been 
the oroament of all Ariana.* The opulence, 
prosperity and fame of Bbogavatl (Balkh) 
or Bactria was due to the fact it was the 


I Vtndidcdi ch. i {S. B. R, vo). I, p. a). 
z Professor E. J. Rapson's Ancient India, 
p. iiS. 

3 Yule's Marco Pdo, toI. I, p. ISI. 

4 Strabc, bk. xi, di. xi. 
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eroporiam of Adiatic corDmeroe.^ Baotria, 
aocordiog; to Strabo, was also called Zari- 
aapB, and it stood apon a river of the 
same oamo which emptied itself into the 
river Oxus,* aod the river was evidently 
called Bhogavati, the river Bactrns of 
Curtius, from the famous town situated 
upon it.^ Burnes thinks that Zariaspa 
is a corruption Shahr-i-Sabz (Kesh) iu the 
kingdom of Bokhara, the birth-place of 
Nadir Shah.* Bhogavatl is also called 
PStalapara,^ as it was the capital of the 
province of P&tSla. It is stated io the 
Mah&bhSrata* that ^6|a NSga, who re* 
presents **Sse” of Sogdiana, resided at this 
place. Pstsla, therefore, as a province, 


1 Hamilton and Falconer’s Strata, voL I, p. 
2$, note 2. 

2 S^ad^, bk. xi, cb. xi, 8. 

3 Buroes’ Travels tnia Bckhara, vol. ii, p. sii. 

4 Ibid-i vol. iu, p. 6. 

5 ifM., Udyoga, cb. p8. 

6 Jitd.. ch. 102. 
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eoro priced both BnctriAnA aod Sogdiana, 
the river Oxue flowing between them. 
Strabo also says that the Sacs occapied 
Bactriana and Sogdiana,^ as stated before. 
Burnee says, "Balkh boasta an antiquity 
beyond most other cities in the globe” and 
that its ruins extend over a circuit of about 
twenty miles.* 

The town of Asms is the same as 
Akau, the Oxiana of the Greeks, it was the 
head-quarters of the province 
ASma. Vaksh or Altsu, situated 

between the river Oxas and its tributary 
called Vaksh or Akau, tlie Ochus of Strabo,* 
in the country of Sogdiana.* The river 
Oxus, which is the Ok Os of the Greeks, 
formed the boundary between Bactnana 
and Sogdiana. It derived its name from 

t Sfra 6 a,hk~ xi, ch. viji, 4; Hamilton and 
Falconer's Siraifi, vol. ji> pp, 246, 340 note. 

s Burnea’ Tfw/els into Bokhara, vol. ii, p. 204. 

3 Vambery’s History af Bokhara, Intro.;, p. 
xxU, note X. , ' 
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its tributary, the Vakeh or Aksn,^ ©yidently 
called A^ina by the Aryans, and therefore 
in the Veda^ the Oxus is called Alman- 
vatl from its tributary just as it is oalled 
Bhogavatl Gahgft in the Parties,® from 
its tributary called Bbogaratl or B&kbdbl 
rirer, the Bactrus of Qnintua Curtius,* on 
whiob Bskhdr or Balkh is situated. The 
river Aksu (Vaksh) is the Vaksu of the 
Matsya PurS^,® Vainksu of the BbSga- 
vata,® Cak§u of the BrahmS^da Parana, ^ 
Ik§u of the Yi|]^u PurS^a,® all these names 
being some forms or variants of Aksu. 
A^ma was the capital of Sogdiana, which 

f Intro., p. xxii, note i; Dr. Modi*s 

Ancitnt PaUUiputra in JBBRA 8 ., vol, xxiv, p, 520. 

3 ^‘Vsda, X, $1-^. 

3 Brked-dharma P., Madhya, ch. 22, v. 50. 

4 Burncs' Travdt into Bokhara^ vol. ii, p, 2ir. 

5 Mafsya P., ch. lot, quoted in the 
kalpudyumcti a. v. 

6 Biigavata, v, ch. 17, 

7 Btakwoftf^ P^ ch, 51. 

8 Vi^ P., il, ch. iv. 
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was KasStala proper, being aitaated io tho 
basic between the Jaxartes (the BasS of 
the Sg'Veda) and the Oxus, and Ras&tala 
is the same as Ffttsla. The name of 
FSii&lapcra was originally applied to A$ma, 
as it is said in the VSmana Furfi^ ^ 
that “ASmaka is the foremost city o£ 
PatsU,'* and there cannot be the slightest 
doubt that the seat of government \7as 
afterwards removed toBhogaTatt(Bakhdhl) 
or Balkh which has since beec called 
Pstslapura, for we do not hear of the 
came of Markanda or modern Samarkand* 
which was destroyed by Alexander the 
Great in the 4 th century b. c.* in any of 
the ancient works of the Hindus. Aiina 
evidently existed before Markanda became 
the capital of Sogdiana. Though the 
Mah&bharata^ does not mention the name 
oi A^ina> yet it appears from a chapter 


1 Vamana A* ch, 10, v. $6. 
7 Strati bk. xi, ch. xi, 4, 

3 Udyogs, ch, 98. 
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of the TJdyoga Pftrva that it refers to it 
by the same of PSt&la'pnra, which does 
not evidently meaQ BhogavatS, as tlie latter 
is mentioned elsewhere as a town difierent 
from PStSlapara.^ It says that all the 
Brahmins of PStAla were devoted to the 
perform9nee of Oo’^n'ata or the rites rela¬ 
ting to (?o or cow. It should be stated 
that the ancient names of Sogdiana appear 
to have been “Gau” and “Sughda”, and it 
was the second of the sixteen localities 
created by Ahura Mazda. * The words 
•‘Sughda/' “Sogd” and Sogdian were perhaps 
considered to have been the growth upon 
the word Qau or perhaps variants of the 
word sughur which in Turkish means cow.* 
It is also related in the Vendidad* that 
Angca Mainyu, .the evil spirit, thereupon 
counter-created the fly caHed ‘SVaitya’ 

1 Ibid., Udyoga, chs, 98, 702. 

2 Vambery’e H{st 9 fy \jf Bukhara, p. 5. 

3 Bumes' Travtis into Bokhara, vol. in, p. ii 6 . 

4 Ven£d&d, ch. 1 in' 5 J?. 5 , vol. iv, pp. 5, 6, 
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which brings death to ox and cattle. Hey»ce 
it will be remarked that Go-vrata is men- 
tioned in connection with Pitsla in conform¬ 
ity only with its oAoie of Qau which means 
R cow. It is also menticoed that near 
PatSlapara, Are is continually burning.^ 
This* of course, refers to the spring of oil 
whieh according to Strabo* existed neat 
the riTsr Ochus which is identical with the 
river Vakhah, orAksuandit appears also 
that there are still petroleum wells in 
the country around Samarkand and Fergh¬ 
ana, the capital of which is Khokand.* 
All these ciroumstanaes show that Pstala- 
pura of the MabSbh&rata was A^mn, the 
capital cf Sogdiana. Aimti was inhabited 
by the daityas called Eslakeyas. The 
KStakeyas were the Eara-Asavaua of the 
Avesta mentioned with the “Turanian 
Dan«a’' (DSnavas) and ‘ the most mighty 

' -r ^^^^A., Vdyogi, ch. 98; 

• * X StfaiVy bk. xi, ch. xl, 5. 

3 ContfiHporary Rgvisw, October, 'i92't, p. 5oqi 
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Duraekadta** (DaityA) who were the enemies 
of tbd Aryans. The word Asma means 
a sione and the word Asahana means 
'one who kills with a stone/ tbs sling 
beings as it seems, the fsTourite weapon of 
tbe Danas {Yast, ziil, 38 )^. Hence 
Asabana was a descriptlTS epithet of 
Sara, the Sanskritised form of which is 
Kala^ both the words meaniog black, and 
there can be no donbt that from Asavana 
the name of the town A^cna was derived. 
Tbe word Kalaheya is a pleonastic and 
derivative form of or Kara. These 
Kara*AsaVanas or Kftlakeyaa were evidently 
Kara-nira which is another name for the 
Hlang-nu or Huna.* It is curious that 
in the ancisDt map of Sogdiana there is a 
town by the name of Petra Sogdiana which 
means the same thing as A^ma, the word 
a meaning Hone ; it was situated on 

1 IbSn Yast(y) 73, {S.B.E., vol, xxiii, p. 71). 

2 Beal's Retards of the Western Countries, 
vol. 1 , pp. 20 n i 37n. 
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the north of Oxiaoa. It should also b© 
remarked that the MahSbhSrafca* is oonnee- 
tion with another tribe of Huns named 
Niv&ta-Kavaca relates that they were quite 
adepts in ‘raining down ;stones unseen 
upon their enemies/ This evidently means 
that the Daifcyas or the Huna, as a cUae, 
were expert sling-throwere. The BhSgs- 
vata» distinctly says that the Nivftte- 
Eavachas aud other Eslakeyas lived in 
the sphere called RasStala. The deriva¬ 
tion of the >yord Pdtala as given in the 
MahSbhScata® seems to be based on this 
idea. It says that Pakt means fall and 
Alam means great ; therefore the word 
Paiala means a “great fall/' and the 
MahSbhSrata interprets this as the melting 
of the Moon and other aqueous bodies 
in the shape of rain by the sound produced 
by Vedio students when chanting the Vedic 

1 ^f^k. Van a, chs, 170, r7J. 

2 SkS^avafa, v, cb. 24. 

3 Udyoga, cb. 96. 
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hymns. This is of conrae tha oaoterio 
mean mg of the word Patala. But it seems 
that the “Great fall" or ‘Tstsla** meant 
great fall o{ stones like pattering rains 
lowered upon the enemies by the in- 
habitants of Fstdla, that.is, the Epthalites 
or Nephthalities, a powerful tribe of the 


Huns, who liveii ou or about the banks 
of the Jaxartes and who like otiier Huanio 
tribes were profioient in hurling stones 
with their slings. Sska-dvips is evidently 
the Sanskritiged form of S<^-dis or Sog- 
dia-ns, as Salmala-dvipa is of Chabdis, 
though the term ^Skadv.Spa was applied 
to the whole region known by the name 
of Scy-thia. 

Maijiaiayl ofRftroSyu^is the CDodera 
Msyroeue. It is situated to the south-west 

Manlmayi, ^ south-east 

of Marv or Meru of the 
Hindus and Meru or Maru of the Turks,* 


r Srhaf-sa^fS, oh. V. 38 ; Burnes" 
Travels inio Bokhara^ vol. iU, pp. 20, 31. 
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the capital of MargiaDa,-ehe JMrga of the 
and about half-wny between Balkli 
and the river Murghab. It is tweatytwo 
miles from Andkhuy. The ancient town 
of Nisaya or Nm, one of the sixteen 
looalities created by Ahura Maada, w« 
situated near Maymene.^ The city of 
Maytnene stands in the midst of hilJs and 
was a place of renowned strength.® From 
strategical point of view it must hare been 
a great and natural strong-hold of the Huns 
in olden times before tlie modern ordoanoe 
was invented, and It was renowned for the 
bravery of its defenders, According to the 
it was inhabited by the Daityas 
called NivSta-KavAcA, NMta is a corruption 
of Nepb-tele, or the Nephthelites, which 
is one of the geoeral namee for the Huns, 
and Kavaoa is a corruption of Eaptchak 
of Deguignes, Kiptcbak of Vambery, or 
Kipeohak of Burues. They were a wild 

1 Vambery *s History oj Bokhara, p. 5 note. 

2 Vambery's TravUs in Central Asia, p. 940. 
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and warlike notnadic tribe who had do home 
before the time of Jeogbis Khaa.^ Tlie 
word Nio^torKauaca therefore means the 
Eapchak Huos. Their origioal abode 
appears to have been Deeht-i-Eipohak, or 
the “Steppee" or “Plaiu'' of Kipohak, hy 
whioh is meant that portion of the Turanian * 
highlands whioh is immediately to the east 
o! the Caspiau Btn, and it appeure that 
there is still a country by the name of 
Kipobak which appertains to the kingdom 
of Ehira.* The HshAbhSrata also says 
that Arjuna conquered the NlTftta'Eavaoas 
of DSuavapura situated on the shore of 
Ma}UU^ara or the Great Sea, by whioli is 
evideatty meant the Caspian Sea.^ Vam- 
bery says, “The Kiptoliaks are, in my 

1 Vambery's TravtU in Central Aiia, %97. 

2 Ihid., p.34S ; Vambery's Hhtory cfB9khara» 
note 2 ; Degu!gne$* Histoire des Huns^ vol. ii, p. 

Ixix ; Burnes* Travels into Bekkara, voh iii, p. 

341 . 

3 Mkh., Vasia, ch. i66. 
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opioion, the prioiifcive origipal Turkish 
race/’ and their discecdsptB claim that 
|<Bdsht<i-Kiptchak aa Turkestan is named in 
the documents of oriental history was con¬ 
quered and peopled by their ancestors.’'^ 
Maymene is still inhabited by the Usbegs^ 
who are mentioned to haye their original 
home in Desht-i-Kiptohak^ ; at least they 
claim their oonneotion with the Kipt- 
ohaks.* The Uzbegs are now in possession 
of Transoziana, that is the tract between 
the Ozus and the Jazartes.'^ 

Varu^apura was evidently Aornos, one 
of the two principal cities of 
arupapura. at the time of Alex¬ 

ander s invasiozi, the oh ter city being Bactria 


1 Vambery^s Travels in Central Asia, pp. 382, 
383- 

2 Hid., p. 249. . 

3 Vamber/s HisUry of Bokhara. 244, note *. • 

4 Travsls in Central Asia, p- 345, note. 

5 Ibid., p. 367; Elphin stone's History e/ 
/ftdia, pp 264^ 266. 
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or Bftlkb,* But it appears that at the 
time of the RamSyfli>a Varu^apura was 
under the don)inion of the Surabbis or 
Khoraemit.^ 

Beli’ftiaya or the house of kiug Bali wae 
evidently Balkb, the ancient names of which 
were Baotria and BskhdhI, the Bliogtivatl ^ 
of the Pur&^ae. It is stated 
a I i Ayn. Turks about the second 

ceutury b. c< eubrerted the Greek kingdom 
of Baotria, and erected ao empire which * 
lasted till the middle of the sixth century 
ci the Christian era. The name of the 
capital was changed from Brctria into 
Balhh. The word Balkh is notbing but the 
old Turkish word Balikh which, according < 
to the Turks, meant 'the residence of the 
sovereign, that is the capital. > BalvUlaya 

t McCrindle’a InvaHon </ India by AUxandtr 
ifu GrteU^ p. 3$. 

3 R&nt 3 y<t^, Uttara, ch. 23 ; Ragkuvtxr^, 

V. 80. 

3 Vambery's HUtoty of Bokhara, p, ii. a 
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lias flot only been evolved oat of the word 
Bcdikh, that is, from ‘‘the residence of a 
king** into “the residence of king Bali/’ but 
the further development of the story of 
Bali and TSmana, which was extant daring 
the Vedic period, appears to have been 
baaed upon this word at a subsequent period. 
That Bali'Slaya is the same as BhogevaU 
appears to be confirmed by the Ksm&yaoa. 
It is related that RSvaua entered EasStala 
or Pat£la through a hole, and the first city 
he entered was Bhogavatl, and after con- 
<|uerihg Vamuapura, he entered BalUSlaya 
or Bali’s residence,*’ and came out of 
Bssatala without going anywhere elae 
through the same hole, through whi(^ he 
had entered it. ^ Bslblka of the Bhavifya 
Parana ^ and of the B^hat'saiphitS^ is the 
aatne ss Balikh or Balkh. BSlhlka has 
been abbreviated into BSbika in the Bha- 

1 Ram2yaj}A, Uttara, cb. 34. 

3 Bhoiti^a B., Pratisarga, pc. iii, ch. 2. 

3 BrkatsarrAitl^ ch. 18 183$, p. 63O1! 
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▼i^ya Parana. ^ Bali^Slaya or Bali-sadraa 
16 ayoonymoua with F&t£lapura ; beoame 
tba capital of Pftt&la after tbo eeat 'of 
govern meat was removed from Atfma or 
^^u.. Balbk formerly covered a dletanoo. 
of five leagnee ■, at present only a few 
heaps of earth mark the site of ancient > 
Bactria.^ Bactria or Balk h,. that ia> Bhogv 
yafcl or Bali-ftlaya, ia situated in the country 
palled Tu-ho-lo by Hiuen Taang; it ia 
TukhSra or Tu^ra of the Pur&pae^ 4 Qd 
Tokarietan of the Arab geographers.* Toks- ^ 

riatan or Turkestan therefore vaa the * 

dutala . aphere of the PurSijua, where king 
Bali is said to have been kept confined. 
According to tradition Zoroaster waa slain 
at Bslkh in the holy war between Iran 

1 Bhwim P., Prallsarga, pL Oi, ch. 3, 
a Vamber/s Trawlt in Ctntrai Asia. p. 233. 

3 Mbk., Sabht, ch. 31 ; Brhat-sa^ia, 
cb. 16. 

4 Beal's, of iJu . WtsUrn Coantriis, vol. 

K p. Z 7 note. . , , 
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and Turati.^ It was one of the Haitalite 
oectrea” In the middle ages Balkh became 
the capita) of lel&mio oiTilieation and was 
designated Kubbet-uMelam (the home of 
Islam) and Omm el-Bnl-dan (the mother of 
cities)** 

Besides Bbogavatl, the Mahsbhftrata 
mentioQS two other cities oalled Fstftlapura 
and Hira^yapura and a lake 
PatSUpuTS. oalled V5rtti>s«brada in Basft* 
tala. PfttSlapura, as already stated, sras 
originally the name of A^ma and afber- 
>7ard8 of Balkh, which were the capitals 
of Ffttsla* Patanti'nagara of PStSla, men' 
tioned in the Berl Parana,^ is evidently the 
same as Alma; it was conquered by Aeura 
Glhora, king of Kuda-drlpa. 

We have already shown that KSmani- 

t of Religion and Btkies, vol, I, 

P- 

i jBSkAS., vol, xxiv, p. 567. 

3 ■^Sifthery’S Traodsin Ctnttal Asia, p. 333. 

4 Der^^uro/^ ch. 3. * * * 
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v?as Artaeoia. Rom aka of the 
MiphitS ia a corruption of ESmauiyaka 
aud the word atill exiata in Erseroum 
{Arabic Arzen-el^Soum). The prorinoe of 
Van, which now appertaini to ifc, formed 

Rfimaniyaka. time an independeDt 

kingdom and was known by 
the name of Biainaa,^ the VanSyuofthe 
PurSnas. The Bobita Parvata of &lmala- 
dvipa appeare to be the Mount Arwat. 

Hirapyapnra le mentioned as the capita] 
of the BSoavae called NivSta>Kavaca and 
the Daityaa.® It ie, os we have 
iraoyapura. shown, identical with 

Hyrcaoia, an old town near Astrabad on 
the eoutb-eastern aide of the Caspian Sea, 
in Masenderaa, the scene of Eustom's 
adventures, against the “white Devaa* or 
demona The name of its king Hira^ya- 

katfjpu represents the Kaepil -who lived on 

I Maspero’s PAf«V Sf^ira, p. 55, 

a 0 dyo^ ch.$?; &pa P., IV, ch. 4 : ‘ 
Padma P., I, ch. d 
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the shore of the Hiraijye or the Hyrc&oien 
See. 

The name of Bokhara has not been 
mentioned in any of the PurS^aSr as it did 
not become the capital of Tar* 
Bhujkara or ^;hst is, the region between 
^ the Osufl and the Jaiartes, 

*‘the rale, called by the Romans, Trans* 
oxianaor Trans^oxania till the time of the 
Samanidus, when Emir Ismail remored the 
seat of his government from Marakanda, 
the modern Samarkand, the capital of 
Sogdia or Sogdiana, to this place which is 
120 miles from Samarkand.^ The ancient 
Iranian name was Jemn>ket or Jem-kot, 
which was changed into the Taranian name 
of Bokhara when the Turks invaded Trane- 
oxania, the Bret invasion having tsken 
plaoe, according to Sir Henry Rawlineoo, 
IQ the year 700 b. a.^ Elphinstone also 

I. Vambcry’s History of Bokhara, Intro., p. 

xxvHi p. 66, 

z QuarUfiy Rtvuw, ?■ 4^1 • 
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thinks that the Turks had settUd In Trans' 
oziana loag before the Christian era.* 
Acoording to Dr. Spiegel £ukhar *'is even 
now the Mongolian word for a Buddhist 
temple or a monaetery.’** Bhu^ka/ra is 
^e Sst^skritised form of BuMor; it Is 
mentioned in the H&jatarahglni; it was 
conquered hy LalitSditya^ king of Kashmir, 
in the Sth century a. h. Pn^kara of the 
Matsya Furaoa^ is a corruption or variant 
of Bhuskara. Po^kara is mentioned to the 
Harivaipia as the place where Via^u killed 
the Daitya named Madbu.* Perhaps 
Bokhara is referred to in the Bhavi^ya 
Pur&na by the name of Taittirl'nagara 
or the city of Tartary.* But the ancient 
Iranian name of Jem'ket or Je£n*kot(Jaiaa* 

r Elphinstonc's History of Indies p, a66. 

2 Vambery's History ^Bokhara, p. 14 . 

3 Matsya P., cb. 12O1 p. 44- 

4 ch. 20s ; P. chs. 24, 

25 (M. N. Putt's trans., pp. 8 $f, 884),, 

5 BAavijfta Arfijw> Piatiaajga Parva, pLiii. 
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iot) which, aocordicg to Abulfeda, ’‘wae 
430 Deiderdd as the eaeterD end of the habit' 
able world’* hae been preserTed by the 
Hindus and absorbed in their astronocnicsJ 
terminology as Yamalcoii, eignifyiiig now 
the moat eastern poiot of the world on 
the eqnator from the meridian of La^kS.^ 
The ruins of Bykund (Baiku^tha ?), one 
of the most ancient oities in Turks s tan, 
lie about twenty miles to the south of 
Bokhara which did not then exist. 

BibhSvarl of the Bh^avata* was puri 
or town of Varuua in PStSla where Hira- 
9y&k$a was killed. It appears to be a 
corruption of Baveru of the 
Bibhavar!. Bfiveru J&taka,* Bamii of the 
JLg'veda* and Bawri of the 
A vesta. B&veru is the Sanskritieed form 

i Vambery's History tif Bokhara, p. note «. 

e' BhfOgavata, iii, ch. jy. 

, ^ j* J^ka (Caffib. ed.)» voL vi, p. 83. . . . 

4 JASB., 1909. P- 407 ; ^ 

Saiafiatka BrSktft(im,.viv.,'s*Xt$, ^4- 
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of B&biru or Bapilu, the ancient name of 
Babylon as it appears froca tbe Eehiatan 
iaaciiption,^ meotiooed as Plpra in the 
Teda.® From the insoription of Boghaz- 
Keui it appears that the MittaniaDs of 
Northern Mesopotamia (whioh included 
Babylon) worshipped Mitra and Varava, 
who were also the gods of the Iranians and 
IndO'Aryana when they lived together in 
Ariana. Varuria was the prototype of 
Ahura Mazda as supposed by Professor 
Meyer. ^ “iZani Uru-w-na** of the inscrip¬ 
tion, ia the Babylonian language, means 
god Varuija, As Babylon contained the 
temple or "Citadel*’ and the tomb of Bel 
or Belus, the Bala Asura of the Bbftga- 
vata,* it was situated in the sphere called 

1 /XAS., vol. XV, pp. 9, X692. 

2 I, 51; I, 4. 

3 /ASS.p i909» pp. 723, 724 ; ConUmpprayy 

p. 7$;. . Strabo, bk. xl. ch. 

4 BAasoMa, V, ch, 24. 
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Aialo^ Belus kiog of Babylon • it 
was be who first Introdnoed the celebrated 
Cbaldian aatroDomy isto that city. There 
was trade ooDoeotioQ between India and 
Babylon, and the trade routes have been 
dssoribed by Layard and Isidora of Obarax.^ 
Babyloo is eituated on the Eupbrates, the 
Vivrti of the Gara^ft Purina, and Nivyti of 
the other Par&ijLas, which rises from the 
f mountain called Nephates in whioh it has 

got its source. The Kohita mountain of 
&lmala*dvlpa is perhaps the Sanskritised 
form of Mount Ararat. 

The rivers of Has&tala are the Oxus, 
p the Jaxartes and the Zarafeban. The 

Oxus, which is also called 
The Oxus. Amudarla [Amu being a variant 
of .dMa), is the A^maoTatl of 
the ?lg-7eda.® As a river of Sftksdvlpa 

1 Layard's NtttfiftA and its RsmainSx vol. 
II, pp. 413, ^16,', Parthian Stations \>y Uidora 
of Charax, translated by Mr. Wilfred Schoff, 

2 fy’OJsda, X, 53> 8. 
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it 39 called Cak|u, Vak|iJ» Yamk^u, Ik$a 
and Sucak^u in the PurSi^as/ all theae 
names being variations of Ak^u, a great 
ixranoli of tbe Oxos, from whiob. the name oi 
Ox ns is derived.^ Tlie Ox ns is called tbe 
PbogaTaU*ga ^3 and tbe PStSla-gangS of 
£asfttala, the former name it has received 
from a branch of the river called Baotrus on 
which B&khdhI or Bhogavatl, the Bactria 
of the Greeks is situated^ and it is called 
PStSla-gaT^S as it flows through the 
'‘sphere’' or province of Pstala, that is, bet* 
ween Bactriana and Sogdisna. The river 
was held in respect by the Hindus as it 
formed tbe principal trade-route for convey' 
iog large quantities of Indian merchandise 

I Their names are mentioned in SraAmoT^ 
jp^ ch. 515 Matiya P., ch. ior ; Bhlgovat^ V, A. 
17 5 Vif^u P., pt. II, ch. 4; Kvo’ma P., ch. 46. 

3 . JBBRAS.^ 

juriv, p. s», ^ 

3 BrhAi^amA Madh>ta, cb- v. |0 ; 
Bumes* Travels into BokluftfA^ Tht iu p* 
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to the Hyrcanian or CaspiaD Sea, whence 
throagb the Cyrua they were transported 
to the iEuxine and the Medlterranian 
hence ib was called “GaAga*’ by the Hindus. 
The Oxus issues from the Sarik-kul lake in 
the Great Pamir, which by some authority 
is i den tided with the Aiia?atapta lake of the 
Buddhists, and there can be no doubt that 
a branch of the river formerly flowed into 
the Caspian Sea through an ancient course 
which still e2:i&ta, though it now falls into 
Lake Aral.^ 

The Jaxartes, which is also called Jaj 
(Djadj)* and Syrdaria, is the RasS of the 
?ig*‘veda, the Ranghft of the Avesta^ the 

1 Geop^hy of Stra^ (by Hamilton arid 
Falconer), vol I, p. 113 ; vol. 11, p. 243 | Robert- 

• son’s Amtrua, bk. I. 

2 Beal’s Records of the Western Countries, vol. 
i, p. rs note. 

3 Vambery’s History cf Bokhara, p. 8. 

4 Drs. Keith and Macdon ell’s Vedie Indox of 
Names and Suiieasx vol. U, p. 209 - JBB&AS.> 
vol. acxiv, p. 532. 
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Arasds of Scythia, the of the Mah^ 
bhSrata,^ perhaps the 0abhaet£ 
Thejaxar- ^ PnrS^s’ and Silft of 
Megaathenes. Strabo mentions 
three rirera by the name of Araxes > the 
Araxes of Armenia,^ the modern Araa on 
the northern boundary of Media, the Araxes 
of Persia,^ the modern Bend-Amir, and the 
Araxes of Scythia.* The word J^a:eai‘te 9 
appears to be a combination of the words 
Jaj and Araxes (of Scythia) in order to 
distinguiah the latter from the Araxes of 
Armenia and the Araxes of Peraia. From 
Syr-daria the Jaxartea is called Slls and 
Sits, the word Syr being a eorrnption of 
Su'Basa^ {i a Su-RaaS), a local name of 
•the Jaxartea It should, be stated that 

•X Mhk., Bhi^ma, ch. ii, 2 P.^ ii, ch. 4. 

3 Gagraphy ^ Strabc, vol. ii, p. 217. 

4 Strabo, vol, iii, p, 132. 

5 Ibvd^ TOl, ii, p. 247 ; Rawlinson’s Herodotus, 
•vol I, p. 302. 

6 JASB., X911, p. 747. 
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O&bb&sti may mora properly be identi6ad 
with the Murgab or “the river of Mrga” 
or Mftrgiaoa in Sskadvlpa. Araxes andBaeS:; 
are di^erent forma of the same word. The 
Jaxartes rises in the same moantains as 
the Oxus, and falls into the sea of Are), 

The river Zarafshan, the anoient names 
of which are Sogd and Kohik, rises in tbe 
mountain called Fan-tau, per^ 
Zaraf- haps the Phena-giri of the 
Brba.t-saEphitS^ and flowing a 
little to the north of Samarkand and 
Bokhara^ falls into the lake called Kara<knl 
also caUed “Deogiz’* or sea by the TJ^^beks. 
It JS called the “blessed'* river, and Zaraf- 
shan meana “scatterer’* or “distributor of 
gold.*** It is the Hstaki*nadi of the Bb^ga- 
vata,® Hirahvatl-nsdl of the MSrkaijiJaya 

1 Ch. XV, V. 20. 

2 V^bery’s Ifutfffy of Bokhara^ Introduc¬ 
tion, xxxU> xxxiil; Travels in Central Asiat p. * 
J83 ; Bumes’ Travels into Bokhara, voL li, p, 3S5» 

3 Bkagavafa, v, ch. 24 , 
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and Hirajjyavati-nadl of the 
MfthSbharatft mentioned by Facab6!l.* 
Hfttakl, Hiraovftfcl and Hira^yaratl-nadl aU 
mean the "golden river.” Hfitakl appears 
to be a corruption of Kohik. The Hstakl- 
nadl is situated in the Bi-tala "sphere” of 
Rasfitala.* The Kohik is the Polymetus 
of the Greeks, "a name imposed by 
the Macedonians, as they imposed many 
othera> some of which were altogether new - 
others were deflections from the native 
appellations.* The river is called the golden 
river as it brings fertility to the soil over 
which it flows and helps in the Insurious 
growth of its crops. Samarkand, which 
became the capital of the great empire 
founded by Timnr, was called the paradise 

Mtrka'ft 4 ^a P., cb. 6o. 

2 yi, 2io; sec FausWll’i /ndi'an My- 

ihokgy, 9 , hot m JfM-r Bhii^ma P.. 

ch. 8, the rsoer HairavatT is 'mentkottd. 

4 Siraifit bk. xi, ch-Rd,*^. 
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of tKe world on account of its groat beauty 

and fertility brought about by this river. 

Btpbinatoue aleo speaking of Trarsoziaua,' 

in which Sogdiana U situated says, “while 

it was in the bands of tbe Arabs, it see me 

not to have been surpassed in prosperity by 

the richest portions of the globe/'^ Aooord- 

ing to the PurSijas,^ Siva was worshipped 

on the Hstakl-nadl or Zarafshan by the 

name of HStaks^vsra HsbSdeva evidently 

by the Nfigas or Huns. 

The mountain which is situated juet on 

the outskirt of EasStala is called Mem in- 

the RSroSya^a^; and Meru, 

Meru .according to the MahBbhS- 

Parvata. 

rata,* is also the name oi a 
ID one tain of Sskadvlpa or Scythia, th& 

1 Eiphinatone's 9f India, ^ch ed„ p. 

264. 

2 BiSgavata, pt cb. 19 ; BaA S., chs. 

82,85... — 

3 Bafftayam, Uttara, ch, 25. 

4 Bhl^ma, cb. li. . 
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Mount Heros of Arrian and Megasthaaea,^ 
close to Mount Nyea or NieSdha Paryata 
of the Purai^as, that ia, tJs© Paropanisoe 
mountain of Ptolemy, which ia evidently a 
corruption of To/rvat/x JVi^tkZAa. It is there* 
fore the Hindukush range. 

The SySma-girl ia also mentioned aa a 
mountain of §&kadyipa. lo is evidently 
mount SySmakaofthe A vesta,® 
Syama^ri. Both SySma-giri and Syftmaka 
mean the “Black Mountain" 
and the monotaio therefore is the Mustagh 
mountain, which means the Black Mountain., 
Burga-daila® ofSska'dvlpa, which means 
the “fort mountain," is evidently the aame 
as the El-Burz which means “the Bastion 
mountain/’ and is situated on the southern 

. i McCrindlc's Ancient India as described by 
Megastksnes and Arrian, p, 1/2, 180. 

. 2 . Z<n^id Yatt (XXX) in 5 . B. E, voL xxiii, 
p. 288, note 2 and 7 ; Vendiaad, ch. I In 5 . A 
vol, iv, p. 7, note 8. , 

3 MbA., Bhiima, ch. ii. . , , 
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Dui^A-^aila 
cr Trikata 
mountain. 


«i(ld o^ tlid Caspku SeA ; it is the TrikHta 
TDouDt&io of the BhSgaTata.^ 
It was KoQDt Kaspios of 
the Greeks named after the 
Sasph, an extioot tribe, the 
Ka^clmpa of the Gaja-kaochapa story of 
the KahSbhSratn. Both SyAnia-giri and 
BurgA'gaila are parts of Meru Par rata. 

The Kuie^aya Is the Caucasus inoantedn, 
KuSe^aya. which Is a corruption of Koli 
Sosli (Kus), or the iDouutain 
Kus of Eusa-dyips.® 

VSraj^a Hrada (lake) b&s been correctly 
identified with the Caspian Sea.^ It ia 
Loentioued both in the RfimSyaj^^ and 
the MahSbh&rata'^ as being situated in 


1 Bhagavoia, viii, ch. 2. 

2 VarTiha ch, $7 ; Thornton’s GasetiHr of 
Countrus adjauHi to IftdiO, s. v. Hindoo Koosh. 

y Mr. Shib Chandra Seal’s A^a/Ti/ir Adiui- 
visa, p. 7. 

4 UtCara, cb. 23.' 

5 //Mo.XJdyoga, cU, 97, 
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Ra^tala. Tbd Caapian Sea is the Hyr* 
cauUn Sea of Strabo,^ but 
Hrada, Avestic narae of HyrosoU 

is Yehrk&oa. There can be no 
doubt that “VsruT^*’ of the TSru^S'Hrada 
is a corruption of “VobrkBoa or *‘V 5 r- 
kSoa/’^ in other words, VSnupa Hrada is 
the HTToanian Sea; hence Y&rui^ Hra^a 
could not have been derived from the name 
of the ffod Varuija, though the legend 
makes it so, forgetting its true aignificauce. 
The Caspian Sea is also called Mare Serna* 
oioum or the Sea of Shirwan^; Seraanioam 
or Shir wan is evidently a corruption of 
Hyrcania, though Shir wan has been identi* 
ded with Albania.^ Shirwan has been 
furtlier corrupted into Sarain, and the 


I Sirah, bk. ii, ch. i, 15. 

Z Vendidad, ch- 1 ,12 (41) in S. B. E, vol. iv, 
p. 7, note 8, 

3 Yule’s Mono Palo, vol. I, p. 59 note. 

4 Geogrc^ky of Styabo^ vol, ii, p, 217 note,' 
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CdBpian Sea is c&lied the Sea of Saram,^ 
£|IrasSgara ia the Sanakritiaed form of the 
Sea of Shirwan; it is the Sea of Milk 
caused hy the milk of the Sarahhi cows 
(or £horasmii), whose oouotry Kharism 
(Khiva) is situated on the north-eastern side 
of the Caspian Sea. Sura*s 5 gAra is the 
Sanskritised form of the Sea of Sarain. 
The Caspian Sea is also called MahSsSgara 
in the Furfii^as. £adku generally called 
Baku on the west coaat of the Caspian Sea 
is perhaps the Ba^ava of the PurS^as, as 
it is famous for its naphtha springs and 
mud volcanoes, the “perpetual flam©’' 
mentioned in the Mahsbh&rata as existing 
in ySruQa-hrada ; it appears to have been 
a place of Hindu pilgrimage and was called 
Mab&-j T&lSmukhl. ^ 

It should be stated here that according 


I Yule’s Marcfi Polo, vol. ii, p, 494, 
a Udyc^a, ch. 97 ; McCulloch's Gsc^ 

graphical Dictionary s. v. Baku ; Astatic Pwarckot, 
vol. V, p, 41. 
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to the ancieot Hiuda works, the then 
koown world, that is, the whole of Asia, 
was divided into a eve a iHffpaj, 
Dvipa being surrounded 
Dvipas and by a S^ara, According to the 
^enSaga- Paurg^ic notion Sagara did 

not mean Sea only, but also ' 
.the ocean, river or a lake, aa Z>i«pa (!)«• 
Apct) did not meau an island, but simply | 
a division situated between two sheets of ^ 
water.2 The seven D^pas are Jsmbu, 
fiska, Sal mala, Pugkara, Kusa, Kreunca 
and Plakaa • and the seven 'Sfigaras are 
Lavsjja (salt), Eslra (milk), Ghrta (cjari* 
fied butter), Ik^u (sugarcane juice), Surt 
(wine), Dadbi (curd) and SvS^k.jala 
(sweet water).* For P)ak|a we have 
Gomeda in some PuiSuas* and Sveta- 

t KjSekaracSrya's SiddJ^nta-iif 07 na^, GolS- 
dbySya, ch. 3, 25. 

s ch. , 

: 3 (£, laa ; see Sra^kmfi^ 
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dvipa jn the MahabliSrata, ^ and for S^Sda- 
we have Jala id some works. ^ (1) 
Jambu'dvlpa or India was bounded hy the 
Xc6va7)a (salt^ Ssgara or the ludiao Ocean. 
(2) Sska-dvipa OT Scythia was bounded on 
its two sides by the Lavaj^a (salt) Sahara 
or the ludian Ocean and by the Sea of 
K^ra^ (milk), which, as stated before, ie 
a corruption of the Sea of Sfiirwan, a 
name of the Caspian Se>i.^ The Caapian 
Sea therefore formed its northern bound* 
ary, while the Indian Ocean formed its 
southern boundary. Sska-dvlpa was original¬ 
ly the Sanskrltised form of Sog-dia or 
Sog-dia-na on the Bas5 or Jaxartes, though 


r BhTsma, ch. i,3. 

2 Caru^a P., P arva kh^ ch. 54, v. 6. 

3. Varaka P.y cb, 86.. We have preferred to, 
adopts the names of Dvrpas and SSgaras sur* 
rpurudlng them as given in the Varlha Pura^,. 
03 the ^ur^aa are contradictory on these points. 

^ 4 Sip Heor^ Yule’s Marco Polo, vob p. 59; 
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tie term wag afterwards extended to the 
whole of Scythia. ( 3 ) Sslmala-dvlpa (I. e. 
the Sanekritiaed form of Chal*dia) had for 
its boundary the See of Ohfta^ which 
is clearly a corruption of the Srythrean 
Sea or the Sea of Srythroi, which was 
either the Red Sea or the Persian Gulf, 
most probably the latter.* The Rohita 
Parvata of Ssimala-dvipa seems to be the 
Mount Ararat, Perhaps the rirer Vidhyti 
ot the Garuda ParSjja and Nivrfci of the 
other PutS^s is tbe Euphrates, and the 
river Vitrsi^S tbe Tigris.* The Seraitio 
Asurae, that is, the Assyrians dwelt in 
Sslmala-dnpa. (4) Poskara-dvlpa or Trans- 


1 VarSka P., chi 8^- 

2 McCrindle’s CfiWfturce and Navi^Uan of 
the Brythrean Sea, pp. i, 20^ note. Nearchos 
means by it only Ac PersUn Gulf, sec p. 225 
note • ^ Maspcro's DamK of CiviUeation, p. 546. 

3 p, Pom lA., C&. 0. 7. VitysoS 

appears to mean "what assuages thirsf' j, «, wtat 
is fit for drinking, see Sfrah, hk. xi. ch. xiv, 8. 
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ozania was bounded by tbe (sugar- 

oane juice) Sea.* Ibfu, however, is one of 
tbe names of the river Oxus.* Tbe Matey a 
Pura^® also says that tbe river Sitfi or 
Jaxartes flowed through the country of 
Pufkara. Pu^kara^dvlpa is the Sanekritised 
form of Bukhar-ia, which means the 
'^country of the Buddhist monastery'* or 
Bokhara, where ia stands for dia, Pugkara 
being a corruption or variant of Bhu?kara 
or Bokhara,* Puakara-dvipa therefore 
commenced from the north of the Oxus 
which was the northern boundary of Saka- 
dvlpa. The Turanian Aauras originally lived 
in Osrushna in Puskara-dvipa. 

( 5 ) The Kula-dvlpa was bounded by the 
Sea of SurS (wine) which is the Sanskrit! sed 

I Farufta P., ch. 8$. 

3 VtftiU P., pt. li} ch. 4, 

3 Matsya P*, ch. 120, k, 44. The text appears 
to be corrupt; some edidons have PuHkan for 
Fushkaran, cf. Alhmn^s India (Dr, Sachau’e 
ed.), vol. I, p. 2di. 

4 Raia/araitgitii, bk. iv. 
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form of the Sea of S<vraiii as fcKe Caspian 
Sea was called.^ The Sea of Sarain 
is perhaps a oorroption of the Sea of 
Shirtoan by vbiob name the Caspian Sea 
was known ; or perhaps the Sea of Snr 9 is 
a corruption of the Sea of the Surahhis or 
Khoraamii, as they lived in Khorism close 
to the Caspian Sea^ : at least the northern 
portion of the Caspian Sea was called 
the Soft of Sura, It should be stated 
here that both Surabhi and Sur 5 (wiae) 
rose from the Ksira SSgsra when it 
waa churned by the gods and Aeuras,^ 
It U pot likely that, “Sarain could have 
been derived from Sari, the capital of 
Mezaoderan, a very important trading 
town, which, however, is about nine hours' 
journey from the southern shore of the 
Caspian Sea, I a the VarSh a T urSa^ * Ku^a* 

I Sir Henry* Yule's Mano^oh, vol u, p. 494. 
c^r..IO^' * . . . 

3 A, pt. I, ch. 9, 

4 VaraAa P., ch» . 



RASJTAlA OR THE UNDER-WORLD 137 

dvipa la said to be bounded by the Sea of 
K$Ira, whichr as stated before, is tlie Saus- 
kritised form of Shir war, tliat is the Cas¬ 
pian Sea, Ku^a-dvlpa den red its nam^ 
perhaps from the Kaghana, a very powerful 
tribe of the Hun a, who were also called the 
Great Yue-obis or Haitalite Hun a,* and 
who lived between the Jaxartea and the 
Chu rivers.* and their country was also 
ealled Hushan* which was incladed in this 
dx^pa ov difision. A section of this tribe 
oalled the Little Yue-cbi occupied Habnl, 
end the famous Xaniska of GSndhSra belong¬ 
ed bo this dynasty. It is however more 
probable that Kusa-dvipa derived its 
name from the mouDtain called Caucasuf 
which is another form or corruption of 
Koh Kua or the “Mountain of Koah’' or 


1 Dr. Modi’s Sarfy History of tht Huns in 
IS BRAS., vol. xxiv, p. 568. 

2 Vincent Smith’s Early HisUry of India y 

fh: Xr p. ^1$. 

3 vol. xxiy, p, ,569. 
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Kulelaya moUBtaia of the PurS^ias, in¬ 
cluded in this dvlpa (diTision). The word 
still subsists in the name of 
CWcasHa (Oir-Kosh-ia) and CaMcasia (Koh- 
kas-ia). Ku^a-dvlpa appears to hare been 
the original home of the Daityas and 
Danavds. {6) Kraufica-dvlpa was bounded 
by the DadU 9 ^ara (Sea of Cnrd)^ or the 
Sea of Aral which was most probably called 
the Sea of Daka^ from a famous Soyfchio 
tribe which li^ed on the Upper Jaxartea and 
evidently on the shore of this lake.® The 
whole of Central Asia was called after their 
name “the country of the Dahls”* The 
Sea of Aral was also called Daria-i-Kharism, 
end it is stated that the Caspian Sea has 
communication with the Sea of Aral or in 
other words, the Sea of the Inspissated Milk 
oommnnicAtes with the Sea of Curdled 

1 Varaka ch. 38 . 

2 jBBRAS.i voL xxiv, p. 548. 

3 Farvardin Vast (xiii) in SBB^ vol. zxui; 
jBBFAS.i vol. xxiv, p. 548. 
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raalk.* The word ^AraX in Turkish jneans 
‘fcefween*, that is between the Jaxartea and 
the Oxus.* It is therefore a desoriptiTe 
name, The Kranfica-dvlpa most probably 
derived its name from Kuchar, Koutoha, or 
Kucha which in ancient time conatitated one 
of the four territories of Eastern Turkestan 
and an important Buddhist settlement, 
situated on the great caravan route between 
the East and the West.® ( 7 ) PlakfS 
dvipa is also called Steta-dvlpa* and 
Gomeda-dvlpa.*^ This Bvipa is called 
Sweta, because the river SweUt, now 
called the Swat, flowed through it and 
it comprised the Swat valley known in 
ancient times by the name of UdySna. 

1 Vambeiys History of Bokhara, p, 9 note, 

2 Burnes* Travils into BokkarOi vol. id, p. 
163. 

3 Botoor Manuscript, Introduction, p. r.; 
Vincent Smith's RaHy History of India, pp. 1Z7 
note 304. 

4 Mik.y Bhl$ma, ch. 12. 

5 Varaka B., ch. 89. 
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The iahabitanta of this Dvipa were wor- 
ahippere of of oouradf in hia form 

of Buddba. It ie called Plak^a dvlpa aa 
it derived that oame from a Plak^a tree, 
now called Pi la tree (Sal’oadora Pernoct). It 
ia recorded by Snog-yun that Buddha when 
ha viflited TJdyftna, planted there a Danta- 
kSttha (tooth-etlok) which grew into a lofty 
tree. The Tartars called it Polu tree.* 
It ia oalled Gomeda-dvtpa from the 
Oorseda mountain, ae the Altai Kange was 
called evidently from the Globi desert, of 
which it formed the northern boundary, and a 
chain of this inountain traverse the deeert 
on its western side. It was bounded on one. 
side by the Lcvoof^a SS^gara or the Indian 
Ocean* and on another aide by 
(eweet-water),* which is perhaps the Sans* 
kdtised fcrm of Tcha-ditn, a river ofhfongolia, 

1 KUmtA P; ch. 49. 

2 Travtls 0/ yun in BeaPs Rtcoxds^ 

iht WesUrn Interaction, p. xevi. . 

3 BraktnZ-n^a ch. sa. 4 Pi^ch,.50. 
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OloM being a Turklah word for river, li ftlao 
appears from the BhSgftvata^ that the river 
AtigirS ia evidently the river Angora which 
ffllla into til© Lake Baikal in Siberia. Sveta- 
dvlpa contained a var^a {country) o&lled 
tiWcsra (north) Kuru-dvipa,th© corruption of 
whioh ie Kor-ia, wliioh waa aituatad on the 
eoath of the Northern Ooean.* There can 
be no doubt therefore that Flak^a-dvipa 
oomprUed all the countries to the north 
of India, including China, Kongolia and 
a part of Siberia. Some of the PurftQOi 
confound Plakga with Pu§kara*dvrpa. The 
seven principal dmrioM called 
dvipa** in the Agoi FurSi^ comprised sub' 
“l)7ipas'* or '‘Diaa,** which meant countries, 
as may be traced in Asaur-ia (Aahur-dia), 
Armen-ia (Ha man a® or RSma^yako-dvipajj 

0 

1 SAe^avaia, V, ch, 20. 

2 BraAm^ia P., ch. 44, vs. $7> 38 5 .ch. 4^ 
V, to. 

3 BAagavaia^ V, ch. 20, where Pama^aAa k 
mentioned as a var^ (country) ip iSalsiala-dvipa. 
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Sarma-tia (Sarma or Saramfi-bia or dia, tlie 
country of SaramS), Kor-ia (Kuru-drlpa), 
Hod*ia (Madra or Mad*dia), otc., where 
'*ia'' stands for “dia/* Asia is a oormptioaof 
aspa (or astoa) and dvtpa (dta or ia ); it 
neaus the region of horses, i.e. the home 
of the Turanian race, 2vr implying the 
ileetness of a horse» Similarly Arab*ia 
means the country of the Arabs, Mongol * 
ia the country of the Mongols, In short 
Ih^pa or its corruption “dia** or 'SV* when 
applied to a “MahS-dvlpa** meant a ''divi¬ 
sion** .when applied to a Sub*“dylpa'’ in 
any MabS^dvlpa, meant a "country.** 

It will be remarked that of the seven 

Names of which Asia 

Ssgaras divided, the Jambunivlpa 

zst Turan- (India) waa inhabited by the 
abs^? in Inilo-Aryane. The S5k&-d»Ipa, 
the Sans* of which the northern boun* 
daries were the Caapian Sea 
and the river Ik|u or the 
OxuB, was inhabited by the Iranians and 
the Turanians, that is those Turanians who 
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had oome under the ioflueuce of Indian 
oivilieatioD, and henoe the Oxue was con* 
eidered to be the “old boundary Ime bet^ 
wees Iran and Turan/’^ Sftlmala-dvipa 
waa inhabited by people who belonged to 
the Semitio race^ while the remaining four 
divisions were exolasively oeoupied by 
nations who belonged to theTutanisn etook. 
Excepting the name of Lavo^a (salt) 
SSgara whtoh surrounded JambU'dTlpa, with 
the state of which the aucient Hindus were 
fully acquainted, the names of the other 
aiz SSgaras were borrowed from the 
Turanian Unguage and absorbed in Sanskrit 
and transformed into words which closely 
resembled the original words in sound, 
but were quite different in meaning, as 
Skirwan was chsoged into K^ira (milk), 
Sarain into ^Sura (wine), ^^thras into 
Ghfta (clarified butter), Z>ahi iobo Dadhi 
(curd), Oxu8 (A.k|u) iuto Ik^ (anger* 
cane jnioe), and Tcha-dun into Sv&du^jaU$ 

t Vambery's History of BoiAara, p. ii. 
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^aweet>water). Tha aocieot Hbdaa can no6 
possibly have baliavad in suoh absurdities 
as ooeaos of Milk, Curd, Sugar, Cacie-juioe, 
eto. We must give them credit for posaeei- 
log at least some amouQt of common seoae. 
The names were records of old nozneiL* 
olature \ they underwent changes by lapse 
of time, and then ridiculous Interpretations 
were piit on them during the dark age of 
the Eali-yuga, one of the symptoms that 
generally precede the downfall of a 
nation. 

It will be observed that notwitbstand* 
mg the changes that have been brought 
about by the lapse of time in 
Ib*§tala^^ the names of places, rivers and 
and Scy* mountains and the names of 
tb^a. inhabitants, both in 6a*D8- 

krit and Turanian, of EasStala 
and jBeythia, the resemblance in the oorrei* 
ponding names in the two languages 
ie yet remarkably striking and cannot be 
considered as merely accidental. It would 
not be reasonable ,to deny the’ idea- 
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tity of th« two countries, eepeciully when 
the inference bused upon the resemblance 
of names is corroborated by Tsrioua other 
facts and circumstances. Farther researches 
will clear up many obscurities wliicli still 
hang round several facts connected witli 
the subject, and it is hoped that some of 
the bymns at least of the IJ^-Veda, which 
have been interpreted by Ssyana and other 
commentators as figurative descriptions of 
Nature when her elements are at tumultuous 
war or in serene repose, may be found 
possible to explain by the light of traditions 
of other nations who lived near the original 
home of the Aryans, as expressions of feel* 
ings of the human heart based upon facts 
and incidents of real life. According to 
Professor Weber the major portion of Eg- 
Veda SaiphitS was composed before the 
Aryan immigration into India. ^ 

It appears from the ancient Hindu works 

I Weber’s History of Indian Literaiurt, p. 63. 

10 
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that d7en at a vary rsmota period the 
Scytbic or Huonio tribea extended tbeir* 


Turanian or 


inroads to India in search of 


Hunnic sot- food and fodder. They were a 
nomadic race, and did not till or 
cultivate land, but Hved only 


upon milk and fishes and the roots of some 


trees and the half-cooked Aesh of animals. 


At the time of the BSmayai^a, as stated 
before, we find the Massagets or ‘'the 
Great Gate", as symbolised in JatSyn, occu* 
pying Ba^dakarai^ya, and nearly the whole 
of the Deccan was interperaed with Bsk^asa 
settlements. They were Turanians, and 
it is very probable that the language intro¬ 
duced by these races formed the basis of 
the ‘'Tamulio or the language of the 
Deccan,*’ one of the four dassea into which 
Brofessor Max Muller has divided the 
Southern Turanian family of language.* 
The lUimSya^a also mentions a colony of 


I Lan^gi, voL I, p. 534. 
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Yaksas ]q the Himalaya and a tribe of 
Daityas under Madhu in Madhuvana or 
Mathura,^ and it likewise speaks of Gm- 
dhatTa-dela, the Gadara of the Behistaa 
inscription, where a tribe of Scythio Ganda- 
riana must have established itself long before 
the BSmSya^a was composed.^ The 
haya tribe lived dd the bank of the NarmadS 
at the time of tbe KSraSyaQa.^ Tliey eTi« 
dently belonged to the Hunnic tribe of 
Hoi’he,* the ancestors of the Osbeks who 
had originally settled near Khotan^ ICasbgar 
and other plaoes. At the time of the 
!&lab&bbSrata almost the whole of the Punjab, 
called Aratt^, was oocupied by Soythic 
tribes, especially by the Bsbtkas.^ The 
Bshlkas lived in the country of Madra, 

I RUmuya'^, Ottara, chs. 31, 74. 

« Ibid., Uttara, ch. 113. 

5 Ibid., Uttara, ch. 36* 

4 For the name, see Prof. Max Mtiller’s 
Science ef Language, 

5 Mbh., Karna P„ chs. 44» 45. 
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find therefore they were else called the 
Madra s. In ehort, according to PSi^Ioi and 
Patanjall Bshika was another name for the 
Punjab.^ It appears that Bshika is an ab¬ 
breviation of Bhihlka of the RSmSya^a,® 
and Bslblka is the Sanakritised form of 
Balkbf the capital of Bactriana.^ It ie 
therefore clear that Scythio tribes from 
Baotriana occupied the Punjab at a very 
remote period. It appears alao that the 
Suparijia or Cfaruda tribe lived in Guzerat. 
From the story of UlapI it appears that a 
Hannic tribe lived at ^GahgSdvSra or 
Hard war. ^ There were R&ksasa settlements 
alao between Y&ra^vata and £kacakr 5 »^ 
that is, between Mirat and Itawah *, and 
alao in Magadha.^ These tribes belonged 

2 Indian jiniiquary, vol> I, p. 22. 

2 RSmayaxta, Ayodbya K., cb. 58. 

3 Bfkat'saj^itiy cb. it ^/ASB., 1838, p. 630. 

4 ddi, ch. 214. . • 

5 Ibid., Adi. Ob. 15 s, 160. . 

€ SabbljOb^ 16. . . 
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to th« Turanian race. Thera cm be no 
doubt that at the time oE the MahSbhSrata 
maDy Hannic tribes inhabited various 
parks of India,^ and the anake-sacrifioe of 
Janaroejaya means only a campaign of 9T- 
termination of the NSgae or Huns to avenge 
the treacheroQs assasainatiou of his father 
Partk^it by a N“5ga of the Tokhari tribe. 
It is stated that the first tribe wboin 
Alexander met after leaving the great con- 
fiuence at Uchh in Sindh, when he invaded 
India in the 4th century B.O., was the 
Sogdoi, whom Saint*Martin considers to be 
the same as Sogdiaos,* that is the people of 
Sogdiana or Sogdoi, the Chagsai of the 
Mahomedan historians, who must have 
invaded Sindh and settled there at least at 
the time of the Mah5bb5rata,^ which classi¬ 
fies the people of Sindh with the Madrakas 

r Sec Fausboli*? Mian MfthoUfy, p, 2 p. 

2 McCrindle’s Invasion of India by AUxandit 

p. 354- 

MbK, JCar^ia P., ch. 41 . 
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and other Scythic tribes m their manners 
and customs, and states that they are 
MIecchas and irreligious, and that they are 
Datives of a sinful country. Sogdiana is 
the modern kingdom of Bokhara, and hence 
tbe Sogdoi of Sindh at the time of A.lezander ^ 
•must liave belonged to the Hunnic tribe 
called Ephthalites, and also Haitalites, wlio 
lived in the valley of the Oxus and whose 
principal centres were Balkh, Bokhara and 
•other places.^ It is therefore evident 
from the name of Ephthalite or ElSpatra 
•of the Mahdbharata and Buddhist works, 
that their principal town was called Pstsla 
(modern Hyderabad)^ and the whole of the a 

1 Dr. Modi’s E^fly Histofy of the Huns in 
JBBRAS., vol. xxiv, pp. 563, 567. 

2 McCrindle’s Invasion of India by Alexander 
the Great, p. 35O. PaC&la has also been identified 
with Tatta and Minnagsr (Biirnes* Travels into 
Bokhara, voL I, p. 37 j SchofTs Penplus'), Mio or 
Mif^ being the name of a tribe of Usbeke. 

Min Is also an Indian name fc« the Scythians 
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Indus Delta was called Patalene.^ The 
Para:W8» also refer to the Soythian inhabi- 
tacts on the banks of the Yamuna, Gamti and 
Nerbuda. The names of Negapstam, Uraga- 
pura (modern Uraiyur or Triohinopoly), 
etc. indicate HuTinic settlemente in Southern 
India. To an unbiassed mind many of the 
arguments advanced by Dr. Spooner in 
favour of the identity of the Mauryas with 
the Mauravas appear to be reasonable,® 
Mourava was the name of the people of 
Mexv (Marv), and Merv is the ancient 
Margiue or Marginia of Ptolemy,^ and 

(McCr indie’s Commint and Navigation of tht 
Eryihnan Soa, p. IC9 note). 

1 Strabo, bk. XV, ch. 1 , 35; McCrindle’s 
Andtnt India as described by Megastkenes and 
Arrian, p. 1S3 

2 Markaxtdeya P.y chs. 23 , 33. 

3 Dr. Spooner’s Zoroastrian Period 0/Indian 

History in 

4 Bretschneider’s Mediaval India, yol. it fa 
103- 
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there ia a cloae resemblanee io sound between 
Heuiya aod Mergioe, and Merv according 
to acme authorities was the ^‘cradle of the 
Aryan race**.^ Uagadha, according to Dr. 
Spooner, was peopled by the Mag as or 
Magians of Scythia.* According to the 
PurSnas, Magas, the Magi of Strabo, formed 
the priest class, while the Magadhaa 
the warrior class of Sskadvtpa.^ The state* 
ment of Br. Spooner appears to be con* 
firmed by the MahSbhSrata* which says 
that Prthu assigned M^adha to the 
MSgadhae for their residence, though the 
word ‘"MSgadhas” there mean **panegyrists*’ 
which is tbe later application of the term, 
but it should be observed that the priest 
of P^thu was SnkrScSrya, who was the 
Baitya*guru. Jai^saudha, king of Magadha, 

1 IRAS., 191S, p- 407. 

2 /W£, pp. 42?-27. 

% Pfirva, ch. 49 ; Siraba, bk- XV, 

ch. in, 13-15. 
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was an Asora, ^ Tlia story of uniting tlie 
two parts of hU body by a RSksasI named 
JarS at bis birtb is a figurative way of say¬ 
ing that be was born of a Hindu father and 
a Hunnio mother. Dr. Spooner has rightly 
Qome to the concinsion that the Sskya tribe 
of Kapllavastu, to wbioh Buddha belonged, 
originally came from Sskadvtpa, as the 
custom of marrying one's own sister, as the 
ancestors of the $3kyas used to do, was 
prevalent among the Scythian and other non- 
Aryan races, especially those who followed 
the Zoroastrian religion.^ Vistaspa, king of 
Baotria, married bis sister Hutos, and the 
ancient Egyptian a married their own sisters.^ 
The word Sdkya has evidently been derived 
from the word Manu* mentions some 

r Mbh» ^nti, ch. 340. 

2 JRAS.> 1915, pp. 438 - 4 a 

3 Maspero's Dawn of Civilisation, pp. 50, 5 u 

4 Jfanuiar^ita, x, 20, 22 

Jhallo mallai ea rafanyad vrSiyan meohivir ova ca, 
fioiak ea hara^tai caiva kkaso dravida eva ea. . 
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tribes sa TrSiya KBaiTiya$, for the ruling 
class called ‘‘Ksjaoya,'" -who were without 
the Sarfalcara or saerament of the sacerdotal 
thread, signifying that they were foreign 
non-Aryan “warriors/^ admitted into Hindu 
community, that is, they were ioTested with * 
the sacred thread after the expiry of the 
prescribed period of initiation, and he men¬ 
tion s among them Jballa, Malla, Nata, 
Karapa, Khasa, Dravida and others. The 
Jhallas were the Jhala olan of the Rajputs, 
who from their original settlement in Sindh 
migrated into Kathiawar (SurS^tra). They 
gave their name to the dirision called 
Jhalawar. The Mallaa were evidently the n 
Mallas of Kn^inagara where Buddha died, 

‘Afid the Natas were the Nstn NSya) 
clan of th^ K^atriyas of KundagSma, a 
suburb of VaiSSll, from which MahSvira, the 
founder of Jaina religion, hailed. ^ Accord¬ 
ing to Ih*. Satis Chandra Vidy5bhii|ai?a 


1 Dr. Hoemle’s t/vasagodasao, p. 4. 
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the Karai^aa were a Scythic tribe of Ceatral 
Aaia and were probably the inbabitaDte 
of Kbauraua of Ptolemy.^ The words 
Karana and Ku^SnOy Kwei-shwaog of the 
Ohioese travellere, are according to Be&l^ 
only different forma of the a&me word. The 
Yue-cbi king Kani^ka was a Kuai^af and 
hia iDSorlbed coins bear the )egesd of 
^‘Eanyski Koran o.** The Tue-chis were a 
tribe of the Turks.* The Karanas form 
a well-known Hindu caste and live in 
various parts of India j they haye now he- 
•come thoroughly Hinduised. The Earai^as 
therefore were originally inhabitants o( 
•“Skytbia® and were Sakas. According to 
Professor Konier Williams, the Hbasas or 
Ehaslas are the representatives of *‘wild 
Tartar tribes” who marry their brothers* 

I /ASS., 1902, pp, 162, 163—S: C. VidyS* 
hbafaoa's Vr^tya and Saftkora Iheories of Cdsts. 

• 2 '^t9y%'Rio^ds of Wtstern Countries, vdL I, 

^ 56 note 37« 
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widows j they were perhaps the Cossei oi 
Strabo. The Dravi4a8 or Drsvidian races 
came from Central Asia, and tbeir langa- 
age shows that they were Turanians.* 
Monier Williams calls the Dravidas 
"out-caste Ksatrxyas” by which he meana 
"VrSbya Ks^triyas’** The peculiar custom 
by which property of the Bravidian races, 
as the Nairs, etc., of Malabar, TraTancorc, 
Cochin and other parts of Southern India, 
devolves upon the sisters’ sons, if it be not 
the survival of tbeir ancestral custom of 
marrying sisters at a remote period, indi¬ 
cates that the type of polyandry that 
prevails among tbe Nairs and others, is 
somewhat similar to that which prevailed 
among the early Semites.* Bagosin also 

I Prof. Monier Williame’ Indian Wisdam, p. 
312 note, Intro, p. xxx, note 2 ; ^uhranMi^ iv, 5, 
^ ; Mr. E. J. Rs4KOn’s Ancient India, p. 29. 

z Indian fVisdom, p. 236, note z. 

3 Encydepadia ^ RtiigUn and Ethics, voh 
vili, p. 467. 
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thinks that the Dravidians were NSgas, not 
because they were Huns, but because the 
Serpent (NSga) was their symbol of the 
Barth.* The story of ParasurSzba shows 
that the real Esatriyae of India were nearly 
estinot at the time of the HSmSyana by 
their constant wars with the foreign in¬ 
vaders and that the conquerers were after¬ 
wards admitted into the Hindu commauity 
f as VrStya (or spurious) Esatriyae iu the 
' place of those whose countries they ocoapied. 
During the Vedio period the VrStyas were 
considered as nomads,^ which indicates that 
they were Scythians j other non-Aryan im¬ 
migrants also settled in India. The YrSbyas 
^ were not hfulattoe, as the word has been 
interpreted. * On account of these Hunnic 
settlements we have - got counterparts of 
Eome cities and countries of Central Asia 
in India, e.g. for Bokhara we hate Fu$kara 

1 R^Oiin's Vtdii India^ p 

2 Vidielndix, vol. 1 , p. 342 . 

3 JASB.y 1874 , p. 254* 
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ia Bajputaca, fof Balkh Bftihika or B&hlke^ 
for Media Madra. The loog residence of 
the Scythic tribes in India brought them 
into oloae ooutact with the Aryans. Hence 
we find intermarriages taking place between 
these two ditferent races at the time of 
the MabSbliSrata, YaySti married Sarini$th3r 
daughter of the Daitya Vr^parvan, and 
DevaySo!, daughter of SukrS- 
marriages oSrya who was the priest of 
the Daityas and grandson of 
Hirai^yftkaiipu by hia daughter K&vyS,.^ 
married M&dri, a is ter of Salya, king 
oi Madra» who belonged to the Scythio. 
tribe of BSlblka or Balkh. Bhima married, 
a BSk^asi. and by her be had a son named 
Ghatotkaca^; and Arjuna married UiapI, 
daughter of a N^a.^ Kaipaa, king of 
Mathur& of the Bhoja dy&asty, married 


1 Vs^u $5, 

2 MH., All, cb. I S5v 

3 26td^ Adi, ch. 214 . 
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JarSsandhR’a daughters,' and grand¬ 

son Aniruddha married “OsS, daughter of 
Asura That such marriages hare 

taken place between the princes and 
princesses of India with those of the Huns 
is a matter of history. A Sstavftbana prince 
named Gautamiputva SatakarjjT, who was a 
Hindu, was married to a daughter of MabS- 
k$atrapA EudradSinan, who was a Saka; 
Yasahkar^, king of Cedi, was married to a 
Hun a princess Ahalladevl.^ Such marriages 
and intercourse with Hunnic tribes must 
have influenced Hindu ciTilisation and pro-* 
duced very great change a in the manners 
and customs of the ancient Hindus, Many ^ 
of the customs were modided, and many 
new customs and practices, borrowed &oin 
the Turanian races, came into existence.. It 

1 Harivam&a, chs. S4, 90. 

* JHd., chs. 187, j88- 

3 See Sir R. G. Bhandarkar’s Fortign EU^ 
ments in Hindu P^pulati&n in Ind. Ant., January, 
Wi, PP* 15 > 2 L 
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is veryprobabU that Ksksasa and GScdharva 
forms of marriage wore adopted by the 
aDoient Hiudns, aa the terms iodioate, from 
the Scytbic races • and the description of a 
'Gretna Green marriage of the Turks, where 
the bridegroom was unable to pay the 
dower fired by the parents of the bride, 
•closely tallies with that of the RAksasa form 
of marriage.^ Amoog the Tartars of 
Mongolia, thongh the match is arranged 
by the parents of the bride, and her *'price" 
is settled by them, yet they make a show of 
fight and offer resiatanoe to the bridegroom 
when he comes to their house to take away 
the girl betrothed to him to perform the 
ceremony at his own house. ^ The Gfindharra 
form of marriage is performed simply by 
exchange of garlands without any nuptial 
rite. It was a sort of Morganatic marriage, 

.1 Bumes’ Travels into Bokhara, Vol. iu, pp. 
37 i 4 ^ 5 BhSfavaSa, x, ch. $4. 

a M. Hue’s Travels in Tartar^, Tibet and 
China, vol. I, pp, 184,185. 
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bub the soQ waa entitled to inherit the 
father’s rank and property, 

Centuries passed away from the tame 
when the Aryans first migrated to India to 
Association the time of the composition of 
cfNSgas the Pur&jas, By that time the 
9 sclents significations of the term 

and ^a»atala\'v6T9 qaite 
forgotten, ys^as became merely serpents 
F and not Hans; and as serpents live in holes 
and cooseqneotly below the earth, Bas&tala 
where the Hons lived, that is the valley of 
the Jaxartes, came necessarily to mean 
the region below the earth or the Under^ 
v>orld ; and as a logical sequence, when one 
** desires to go to KasStala, oue must go to it 
through a hole as a serpent does. It was 
for this reason that the BamSyarka relates 
that ESvana in his expedition to EasStala 
entered it through a hole near Mount Mem, 
and that Sagara's.sona entered it through 
a hole made by them at tbs mouth at 
the Ganged Any hole anywhere on the 
ir 
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surface of th© earth was good for th© pur¬ 
pose of ©nteriDg BasStaJa. Th© prince 
Kurala^’S^vs entered Pstf^la in pursuit of a 
Daitya through a hole.^ There was a tradi» 
tion that these NSgas liTed near th© banks 
of rivera; of course, the rWers were th© 
Osus and the Jaxartea ; this evidently led 
to the idea that BasStala could also be 
entered through the beds of rivers. It is 
therefore that we find Akrilra entering the 
N^a oonntry or Ras&tala through the 
YamunS, KuvalaySdva through the Gomatl 
and Cyavana through the NarcnadS. ^ 
AoQordiog to the Buddhbt writers also the 
Nd^as lived not only below the earth, but 
also in lakes and rivers.^ Th© association 
of th© Hans or NSgaa, as they were called, 
with serpents, resulted not only in changing 

1 Mark^iid^a P., ch. 2i. 

2 Dev^Bhagaifaia^ iv, ch, ?. 

3 yamuaS and GkaU Jitakas in CowelPs 
JatakeUi vol, I, p. c/o ; voL iii, p. 174 vol, vi, pp 
44,3a 


... 
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the meaniDg of Raaatala from the valley 
of the Jaxartea to the Uoder-world, -where 
access was only possible from the surface of 
the earth through holes and crevices, but 
also in the division of the region into seven 
spheres, one above the other, so that the in¬ 
habitants thereof cousistiug of birds, beasts, 
reptiles and demons, who were inimical to one 
another, could live in peace and safety. By a 
further stretch of im^ination, it wasconoeiv- 
ed that the rays of the Sun ne^er penetrated 
into Resatala which wes below the earth, but 
that the whole region was illnrninated by the 
brilliant flashes ot light emitted by the gems 
which adorned the heads of the serpents.* 


The real meaning of RasSbala, the situa¬ 
tion ot the region, and the character of its 
•p- ^ people were forgotten in ^lue. 
vtew of The seven Lokas or the worlds 

Pitala. above the earth were subae' 


qnently invented, analogous to the seven 


I Bkigavata, V, ch. 3 + 
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spheres of RdsStftI a called “Sapta PfttSla 
which were below the earth. This circtnos- 
taiice alone baa served a good deal to pot 
off investigation from the right track, leav¬ 
ing an impression behind that everything 
the ancient Hindus asserted which was not ^ 
concerned with India was fictitious, espe¬ 
cially when anything was limited to the 
myatic number ‘‘seven,*’ which came to be 
regarded as the hall mark of pure imagina¬ 
tion. It was. however, Ritter only whn 
thought that Pat&la was a country in 
the west and not a figment of the ima¬ 
gination, though he did not assign to it 
any definite place. He says, “PSt&la ie i 
the designation bestowed by the BrSb- 
mai^s on all provioces in tbe west to¬ 
wards sunset, in antithesis to Prasiaka 
(tbe eastern realm) in the Ganges-land; 
for P&tSla‘ is the mythological name in 

I Quoted in McCrindle’s An<ient India as 
dtscHbsd by Migasiksnes and Arrian, p. 183 note. 
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Sanskrit of the Under-world, and conse¬ 
quently of the land of the west.*’ With 
regard to the inbabitants of P&tSla as 
DRnaTaa, Baity as and Rskissas. Mr; 
Pargiter says that the older PaarS^io 
accounts treat them as men, whereas the 
later Brahminical accounts aa deioona.^ 

We hare endeavoured to reclaim a lost 
and forgotten country, buried in the debris 
of time in the shape of traditions, leg end s» 
fablss and superstitions. Some of the 
best European scholars, who oonslder that 
some of the narratires in the BAinSyaga, 
the MahSbhScata and the PurS^s, which 
embody many of the earlier traditions, aa 
for instance, those regarding the seven 
Bvlpas, the seven Ssgsras, Kasdtala, called 
also the ‘‘seven PStSlae/* etc., are “wild ideas 
and absurd figments." But they are not 
to blame. The old PurSijas mentioned by 

r Mr. Pargiter *5 Awunt InMan HistdriCAl 
Traction, pp, 13, 290. 
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MftDu aod others, 1 which contained the 
accounts of the traditions, no longer esiflt. 

The Parft^as, which are now extant and 
which haye been adopted by BrShmanas as 
their religious authority, are later compila¬ 
tions ; they were composed and redacted ^ 

when the traditions about the earliest occur¬ 
rences had become distorted by lapse of 
time. This led their authors to inter¬ 
pret them in their own way and embellish 
them according to their own imaginary 

notions. Mr. Pargiter rightly obseryes with 

regard to ancient Indian historical tradi¬ 
tion : “It is not to be put aside as wholly 
unworthy of attention, nor is it to be sum- j 
marily explained by prima/acie comments,*’ 
especially as our knowledge of the most 
ancient times in India rests mainly on tradi- 


I Ham^SarfihitS, Ui, 232 ; Ckindcgya Vpa- 
ni^ad, vii, U 4 ; I^fe6« WilUam?* Mdn 

Wiidom, pp. 492 » 493 * * • 
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tioQ.^ We must; avoid scepticism regardlog 
the historical basis upoQ which the traditiou 
is based, aod at the same time we should 
avoid euhemeriam, as it may lead to error, 
lodependent evidence, if any, certainly does 
much to strengthen and confirm oar conclu- 
aionfi. Besides traditions, which io many 
other cases have now-a-days been treated 
with greater respect by science itself, and 
which on many occasions serve as a clue 
and guide to real facts which lie at their 
basis,—'the facts and cironmstances adduced 
as evidence, together with a comparison 
of the physical features of the country and 
the condition oi the people of KaaStala 
as described io ancient Hindu works with 
those of Turkestan or Tartary (both these 
names being synonymous with each other),* 

r Mr. Pargiter's Ancimt Indian HisUriaal 
Tradition^ pp- I 3 » 14 - 

3 Burnes’ Travelt into Bokhata, vol- Ih ^ 
314, 221; '<d. pp* 287, 295. 297 ; voK in, pp. I 35 > 
210 i/BBBAS., vol. XXIV, p. 545. 


l68 SAS1TA]-A OR THE UNDEK-WORLD 

as recorded io tbe Aresta aud in tlie work 
of trayellera, go a great way to establieh the 
identity of RaeStsla with Central Asia. 
There U a atrong resemblance in the names 
of towns, rieera, lakes, and mountaina of 
EaeStala with those of Turkestan, and 
these resemblances could not have been 
the result of accidental ooineidence, as for 
instance, we recognise Bhogavatl in Bskh- 
dhi, ASma in Aksu, Bali-Slsya in Balkh, 
Maoimaylin Maymeni, Bibhavarlin BSveru 
or Babylon, Esmanlyaka in Armenia, 
Alamba in Albany, Iksu in Oxue, Ras5 in 
Arasea. VSrnija in Yehrkfcia, Mem ra 
Meros. There is a "golden rivet’’ in KasS- 
tala (the Hatakl) and a "golden rivet” also 
in Central Asia (the Zarafehan). The 
names of the seven "spheres” or provinces 
ot BasStala correspond with the names of 
the Huns, or rather of the varioue sections 
of the Hnne, who dwelt' in Scythia, All 
feese and other eircuihatandes mentioned 
before could not have bhen the result of 
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mere chance. Of course, traditions, facts 
and circumstances taken singly are not strong 
enough for the purpose, each of them being 
a link in the long chain of cireurastantiaJ 
evidence, but the cumulative effect of all of 
th©n» considered together makes out a 
strong case in favour of that identity. Yet 
there remains much that should be cleared 
up, as time has distorted and transformed 
the names of places and people out of 
recognition, and dimmed the memory of 
ancient events as recorded in the traditions 
which have become susceptible of different 
interpretations from different points of 
view. Stripped of its grotesque verbiage, 
the story of RasSfcala, as given in tke 
PurSmas, is founded upon traditional chroni¬ 
cles which again are based on a substratum 
of facts. Future researches will no doubt 
throw much light upon many things that 
remain obscure and explain many , facts 
which have become blended and as.sociated 
with the remote past, especially those which 
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&T& connected with the original abode of 
the Aryans, which, notwithstandiDg the 
attempte of eminent acholara to elucidate 
them, are yet involved in considerable 
obscurity, as their conclusions on this point 
do not agree ; but there can he no doubt 
that the places and peoplea mentioned in 
ancient Hindu worka, when correctly identi¬ 
fied, will help a good deal in arriving at a 
right concluaion. Accordiog to the tradi- 
tiona of the Turks, the earliest peopled 
portions of the earth were Balkh and 
SnrukhB near Kborasan,^ and according to 
the A vesta the first country created was 
Airy ana Vaejo* on the river Dftitya. Merv, 
according to some antbority, was the “cradle 
of the Aryan race."* The MahShharate* 

1 Burnes’ Travds into BMara, vd iJ, p. 
206 ; vol. iii, p. 44 ; see also Marshman's Srtt/ 
Survey ^ History, p. 10. 

2 SSE^ vol. iv^ p^' 4 . 5 / 

3 1915, ^ 407- ■ ’ 

4 Hih., Udyoga, di. •> 
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also appears to plaoe tlie first inhabited por* 
tion of the earth in Pfi^la or Central Asia, 
as it says that the egg, from which the 
%r6at fire is to issue for the destruction of 
the world, yet remains there unhatohed, im¬ 
plying that the other egg which produced 
the croatnres had been hatched there before. 
It has been conjectured^ by some acisntista 
that ^‘hfoDgolia of to-day and the adjacent 
territory had iu ages past been the 
centre of disposal of animal life to 
other parts of the earth.” According to 
tradition^ the original home of tlie Semites 
and other races Nvas in Armenia. Mucli 
light therefore will be thrown on this point 
and other doubtful questions when the 
Hindu worts will be clearly understood by 
future researches. 

1 See Mr, R. C. Andrews’ Account of iho 
Third Asiatic Expedition of the American Afuccum 
tf natural History in Asia (New York), 1923*24. 

2 Chambers’ Encychpadiat voL xxi, p>*643, s. 
T. Esmites. 


































